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September 2020 

Fall has always been my favorite time 

of the year. When I was a child, it 

meant I could finally return to school 

and new beginnings: New teacher, new 

class/classes and sometimes new 

friends.  College and seminary brought 

those same exciting cycles as did  

parenting and my time in campus  

ministry. I always found the fall fresh 

and invigorating as I embarked on a 

new journey or accompanied our 

daughters on theirs. 
 

This year everything has changed. I 

watch the news and see disagreements 

about whether or not it is safe to  

return to school in September. Some 

schools that have opened in the South 

have already had to quarantine large 

numbers of teachers and students as 

they have been exposed to those who 

have come down with the virus. Some 

have been forced to close already. If 

nothing else is clear, there are lots of 

hard decisions that are being made 

during these uncertain times. Planning 

is difficult and more complicated. It’s 

the same in the church. 
 

The number one priority this summer 

was to get back to in-person worship 

in the pavilion. Since that happened on  

July 19th, conversations have been go-

ing on as to how and when to return to  

indoor worship.  Typically, things slow 

For Everything There is a Season 

down over the summer, but not this year. It 

has been a busy season of deliberating and 

planning to live into our new normal of  

half-hour worship services with no singing. 
 

The Worship and Music Team has begun to 

look at and plan the upcoming fall services 

because they will still happen but just be 

shorter. We’re looking at Reformation, All 

Saint’s Sunday, and even Christmas Eve.  

Within the coming weeks, we’ll catch up 

with missed celebrations like First  

Communion and Confirmation. We want to 

celebrate these important rites of passage 

with our young people and their families. 

That we can still do! 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says: For everything there is 

a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven. This is the season for relying on 

the creativity of the Holy Spirit as we look 

for ways to come together and  

celebrate the gift of life we have received 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  May we  

always recognize Christ’s presence in our 

lives, especially now and may we truly  

celebrate all things in him. 
 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Pastor Sue Lang 
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MONTHLY  

July Offerings 
(and other income) $8,266.22 

July Expenses $10,216.85 
     SHORTFALL  (—) $1,950.63 
 

YEAR TO DATE 
 Income $62,536. 

 Expenses $73,034. 
     SHORTFALL  (—) $10,498. 
 

     For the month of July we had a deficit of 
$1,950.  This brings our year-to-date deficit 

to $10,498. which is actually over $8,000 
less than last year at this time.  Thanks for 

your help by keeping current with your  
giving. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

Brian Fenstermacher 
Treasurer 

Financial Report 
July Statistics 

The INreach Committee will meet on 
Sunday, Oct. 11th at 10:30am via Zoom 

All interested folks are invited to attend! 

Memorial 
Garden 

Please Keep the Aluminum 
Cans coming! We have a bin 
next to the outdoor shed.  The 
money earned from the  
recycling benefits property. 

 

Just a reminder, please place the rinsed cans 
in a bag inside the bin, and separate 
the aluminum cans from the cleaned 
Dog and Cat food cans! 
 

Thanks for your support!  Bob Hosier 

September Utility 

Sponsors Needed! 
 

Phone/Internet = 

$156 for one month, $39 for one week 
 

Electric = 

$265 for one month, $66 for one week 
 

Natural Gas = 

$200 for one month, $50 for one week 
 

Copier = 

$278 for one month, $69 for one week 
 

Insurance = 

$209 for one month, $52 for one week 
 

If you would like to sponsor a utility 

please visit us on sign-up genius  
or contact the Church Office. 

Lawn Mowers/Sponsors 
 

Week of August 3 Bob Hosier 

Week of August 10 Paul Gerhart, Jr. 

Week of August 17 Bob Christian 

Week of August 24 Ron Reith, Jr. 

Week of August 31 Amy Ruscavage 
 

Thanks to all of our August 

lawnmowers/sponsors!  

 

Patriot Day 
Friday, Sept., 11, 2020 

 

We will never forget! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=zhhInp7BBkwfCM&tbnid=Xo9gjX8_os_i8M:&ved=0CAYQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftoonclips.com%2Fdesign%2F5107&ei=q1okU6LXLKGR0AHW7YDwCg&bvm=bv.62922401,d.dmQ&psig=AFQjCNF_PITvGY_x6I
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Stitches of Love 
 

  The Stitches of Love group has 
been busy making prayer shawls, 
etc.  While we sell some of our items, we 
want to remind you that Prayer Shawls are 
FREE!   
  If you know of someone in need of  
prayer, simply call the Church Office and 
Alexis will have one ready for you. Please 
let the Office know at least the first name of 
the recipient. We just like to keep track of 
how many we’ve been able to give away.  

Thanks! 

News! 
In July, the pantry served 105 households, 
which means 83 children, 124 adults, and 85 
senior citizens.  We collected a total of 4,484 
lbs. of donations during this month as well. 
 

The need for food pantries continues to be 
urgent as many struggle with the effects of 
COVID-19.  There is genuine need. More and 
more people are turning to food banks to help 
feed their families. 
 

Any donations would be much appreciated 
during this time. 

 

Thanks in advance for your donations! 

If you’d like to volunteer, please let us know! 
 

Thank you! 
Gary Nace 

Social Ministry Chairperson 
& Pantry Coordinator 

Quilters & 

STITCHES OF LOVE 
 

The Quilters and the Stitches of Love 

groups meet together!  They meet on the 2nd 
Tuesday of each month at 7pm.  They  

usually meet for about 1 to 2 hours at the 
most. 
 

Whether you like to quilt, knit, crochet, or 

sew, you are welcome!  Even if you don’t 
know how to do any of these things, but are 

willing to learn, you are welcome! 
 

ALL interested folks are welcome to join them 
no experience is necessary!   

 

The next Quilters & Stitches gathering: 

Tuesday, Sept. 8th at 7:00pm 

The OUTreach Committee will meet on 
Sunday, Oct. 11th at 10:30am via Zoom 

All interested folks are invited to attend! 

Parish 

Life 

Harvest Home Offering 
October 4, 2020 

 
 
 
 

 
FYI:   The Harvest Home Offering Envelope for  
October 4, 2020 will benefit our FEAST Pantry. 

Please give generously - 
this is a vital ministry of our church! 

 

If you have any questions, please speak with 
Gary or Debbie Nace 
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Quakertown Ministerium 

FREE Community Dinner 
September 3rd at 5:45pm 

Drive-Thru Only 
at 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Hellertown Ave., Quakertown 

 

 

 

FEAST Pantry Food Drive 
1 - 3 PM 

 

We'll be holding a drive-by food donation collection on 
Sunday, September 13 from 1 to 3 PM under the church 
pavilion.  While we're grateful for any nonperishable 
food donation we're going to ask that you would donate 
the following: 
 

Cereal 
Breakfast bars 

Oatmeal (both instant and regular) 
Juices 

Coffee and Tea 
Jelly or Jam 

 

Just pull up to the pavilion and we'll unload your  
vehicle if you like!  Can't make it that day - you can 
drop off the following Saturday, September 19  11 am 
until 1 pm. 
 

Please contact Debbie Nace or Joan Kratz 
for more details. 

 
 
 
 
 

Have you heard the news?  You can now  
support Christ’s Lutheran by making purchases 
through Amazon using the Amazon Smile  
program. Amazon will donate a portion of the 
price of eligible purchases (0.5%) to our church 
at no extra cost to you. To get started simply 
follow theses steps on your desktop browser or 
mobile app: 
 

1. Visit smile.amazon.com 
2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials 
3. Under find a different charitable  
 organization, search Christ's Evangelical  
 Lutheran Church (Trumbauersville, PA)  
4. Select Christ's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 (Trumbauersville, PA)  
5. Start shopping! 
6. Add a bookmark for smile.amazon.com to 
 make it even easier to return and start your  
 shopping at AmazonSmile 
 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Nicole DeReiter. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

Evangelism 
The Committee on Evangelism, . . . shall try 
to restore those who have lapsed from active 
membership, bring new members into the 
fellowship of the church, and recruit, equip, & support mem-
bers of the congregation for these activities . . . 

 
 
 

Coronavirus is shaking our world and revealing faults 

and weaknesses in the things we love, prioritize and 

worship.  We cling to all sorts of half truths and un-

truths about God, ourselves  and the universe. Part of 

the Holy Spirit’s work in us is to invite us to change our 

mind (or repent) and get a glimpse of God’s beautiful 

and true  perspective of things. 

 

God is shaking things up. Let us allow him to expose the 

fault and flaws and see things as he does. Let us change 

our allegiances and change our minds about what we 

love and pursue.  Let us repent and believe the good 

news that Jesus is the redeemer and savior in this  

moment too. 

 

Written by Bronwyn Lea 

 

Faithfully submitted by 

Nicole DeReiter 

Sunday, 
September 13th 

https://smile.amazon.com/?ref=dayone_us_smilehowto_1
https://smile.amazon.com/?ref=dayone_us_smilehowto_2
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The UPreach Committee will meet on 
Thursday, Sept. 17th at 7pm via Zoom 
All interested folks are invited to attend! 

We are in need of  
Worship Assistants! 

 

These are the folks who assist 
with Sunday morning worship.  
They assist with leading  
worship, reading the prayers, 

distributing Holy Communion, etc.  You need to 
be a good reader and not be afraid to speak 
in front of people. 

 

If interested, please contact the Church Office. 

September 14th 

First Holy 
Communion  

will be received 
on Sunday, 

September 20th! 
 

(rain date Sunday, October 4th) 
 

For more information, please speak with Pastor Sue. 

   OUTDOOR Worship 
    Schedule 
 

     We will gather in the  

pavilion OUTSIDE for  

worship at 9am as the  

Re-Enter Safely Committee  

works on moving worship  

back inside.   
 

     For more information please contact the 

Church Office or visit us on our website 

christslutheran.com. 
 

Join us! 

Worship Cancellation 

 We are registered with Channel 69! 

 You can check for worship cancellations 

  due to inclement weather or excessive heat on 

  Channel 69 WFMZ-TV, www.wfmz.com, or 

   our Facebook page Christ’s Evangelical 

   Lutheran Church! 

 
 
 

2020 Average Sunday  
Worship Attendance 

 

 July  22 
        Year-to-date 37 
 

# of members who  
attended worship in 

July:  43 

 
 
 

 
Don’t forget that all of our sign-ups are 
now online. You can sign-up to sponsor 
Altar Flowers and Bulletins. You can  
also sign-up to be a Usher, Lector, Altar 
Guild, Pavilion Preparation and Clean 
Up, or even help with lawn mowing  
using Sign-Up Genius! 
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Memorial Bricks 
There is always room for more!  

Forms are available in the  
narthex.  For more information, 

speak with Bob Hosier 

BULLETIN 
SPONSORS 

 
Sept. 6th Sponsor Needed! 
 

Sept. 13th Lois & Larry Sweigart 
 in loving honor of their daughter,  
 Michelle’s Birthday 
 

Sept. 20th Linda & Dean Niemenski  
 in loving honor of their 
 granddaughter, Sloane’s Birthday  
 

Sept. 27th Pam & Ron Hassler in loving 
 honor of their daughter,  
 Stephanie’s Birthday 
 
The cost to sponsor bulletins is $15 a week. 
If you have any questions, please contact 

the church office at 215-536-3193. 

   ALTAR FLOWER 
       SPONSORS 
 

Sept. 6th Bob Hosier in loving  
  honor of Linda Arnowitt’s  
  Birthday. 
 

Sept. 13th Sponsor Needed! 
 

Sept. 20th The Gerhart Jr. Family 
  in loving honor of 
  Renée & Sherry’s Birthdays.  
 

Sept. 27th Pam & Ron Hassler in loving  
  honor of their Anniversary. 
 

The cost to sponsor altar flowers is 
$15 a week for both vases. 

If you have any questions, please contact 
the church office at 215-536-3193. 

The following people also made  

donations to our Memorial Fund 

in loving memory of 

Edith Sigmans: 
 

Bill & Jen Sigmans 
 

The total amount received so far 

in loving memory of Edith is $1,300.00 

The following people also made  

donations to our Memorial Fund 

in loving memory of  

Jean Vandegrift: 
 

Phyllis Heckler 
 

The total amount received so 

far in loving memory of Jean is $125.00 

It is in the sure and 

certain hope of the 

resurrection to eter-

nal life that we offer 

our heartfelt sympathy to the family of Kevin Nace 

who joined the church triumphant on Tuesday, 

August 11
th

. 

 

We were certainly blessed by knowing Kevin and 

he will be greatly missed. May God continue to 

surround Kevin’s Family with his unfailing love 

and grace as they continue to mourn the loss of 

Kevin. 

 

Rest eternal grant him, O Lord,  

and let light perpetual shine upon him 
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It’s that time of year again — time to nominate folks for church council!   
Please prayerfully consider serving as a council person, as well as prayerfully 
considering who you might nominate.  Please use this form to nominate 
someone.  Extra forms are available through the Church Office. 
 

Congregational Council Nomination Form 
 

       I nominate ______________________________, to be elected to Christ’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church’s Congregational Council. 
 

We need to elect four (4) people to Church Council for 3-year terms. 
 

 Term Expires 2020: Term Expires 2021: Term Expires 2022: 

 Beth Bernabei* Gary Nace* Nicole DeReiter 

 Cindy Fenstermacher* Mike Patterson* Paul Gerhart, Jr. 

 Teresa Maute-Carr* Open Position Open Position 

 Amy Ruscavage Open Position Open Position 
 

*Eligible to serve another term. 
 

Please return this form to  
Paul Gerhart, Jr. or any Council member 

by October 11, 2020! 

Weekly Devotions 
The ELCA and leaders 

from The Episcopal Church, 

the Anglican Church of 

Canada and the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 

have prepared a series of devotions to  

observe the Season of Creation 2020,  

Sept. 1–Oct. 4. 

The weekly devotions begin Sept. 6  

and can be found via  elca.org . 
(https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%

20Repository/Seasons_of_Creation_Devotional_pages.pdf ) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd Rose Fox 
 

3rd Linda Arnowitt 
 Jenn Rabenold 
 

4th Devon Seifert 
 

7th Becky Spor 
 Cole Stauffer 
 

8th Mason Voght 
 

10th Joan Kratz 
 

11th Justin Fox 
 

12th Jason Mease 
 
13th Leo R. Bernabei 
 

15th Bill Carr 
 

17th Brenden Lederer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18th Bentley Silverman 
 

20th Reneé  Gerhart 

 Michelle Sweigart 
 

21st Emily Mallery 
 

24th Jasmin Chenette 
 

25th Gail Bambu 
 

26th Sloane Berton 
 Kevin Ruser 
 

27th Wende Bleam 
 

28th Eric Reiss 
 Stephanie Rota 
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Church Council 

Will MEET on 

Sunday, Sept. 6th 

at 10:30am 

via Zoom 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

Phyllis Boyer Dorothy Brinkman Brian Brooks 

Ellen Brown Christ’s Lutheran Mary Jane Fitzgerald 

George Ford Kevin Fox Lester Fox 

Evelyn Gerhart (Paul) Paul Gerhart, Sr. Tommy Green 

Vicky Griffin Jennifer Griffith Tammy Griffith 

Derek Heller Tom Karwowski Joe Lynn 

Nora Lynn Kim Mallery Helen Nace 

Katie Nace Walter Orlowski Wayne Reiss 

Annabelle Reith Andrea Reynolds Chuck Roberts 

George Roberts Mary Roberts Miriam Schaub 

Larry Sweigart Mark Wilkins 
 

The Families of Rachel DiGiuno, Kevin Nace, & Joan Price 

People will remain on the prayer list for a month. 
Please notify the church office if someone needs to be 

included beyond that time.  
It’s helpful to use prayer list forms. 

Our Military Personnel: 
Nicholas Bitting, Trevor Brown, Cedric Crowder, 

Megan Crowder, Tyler Deen, Col. Carl Devitz,  

Josh Fox, Chase Hanley, Corey Hanley,   

Cybil Krout, Josh McCarty, Ian Paquette,  

Matthew Pscheid, Avery Sherman, Elliot Stauffer, 
Tobin Stauffer, Christine Taylor, and Matt Toft 

Pastor Sue 

will be on 

Vacation 

Monday, August 31st 

through 

Sunday, September 6th  
 

Please call the church office 

with any Pastoral emergencies. 

Church: 
Phone:  215-536-3193 

E-mail: Christselca@verizon.net 
Web Site: http://www.christslutheran.com 

 

Church Officers: 
Mike Patterson, President (215) 266-1318 
Paul Gerhart, Jr., Vice Pres. (215) 536-4043 
Teresa Maute-Carr, Council Sec. (215) 534-0259 

Brian Fenstermacher, Treas. (215) 529-9118 
Joan Kratz, Financial Sec. (267) 249-8153 
Rev. Susan Lang, Pastor (215) 872-7360 
 

Committee Chairpersons: 
 

INREACH: 
 Communications 
  Erika Krauthauser (267) 772-0378 
 Finance Committee 
  Cindy Fenstermacher (215) 529-9118 
 Memorial Garden 
  Volunteer Needed! 
 Mutual Ministry 
  Amy Ruscavage (267) 374-0541 
 Property Committee 
  Brian Fenstermacher (215) 529-9118 
 Stewardship Committee 
  Amy Ruscavage (267) 374-0541 
 

OUTREACH: 
 Evangelism Committee  
  Nicole DeReiter (484) 951-4705 
 Parish Life Committee 
  Volunteer Needed! 
 Social Ministry Committee 
  Gary Nace (215) 536-7152 
 

UPREACH: 
 Bells of Blessings 
  Marguerite Wilkins (610) 838-7745 
 Worship & Music 
  Linda Niemenski (215) 536-1158 
 Christian Education 
  Volunteer Needed! 

 Youth Ministry 
  Volunteer Needed! 

Lawn Mowers News 
 

Thanks to everyone who mowed or sponsored  

the mowing of the church lawn!  The church  

always looked great!  Special thanks to Paul 

Gerhart, Jr. for organizing all the mowers 

& sponsors and for making sure that all 

the weeks were covered! 

         We are blessed! 

      Thank you everyone! 
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Puzzle & 
Quiz  

Answer on 
Page 10 
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Cell Phone Recycling 
We are still collecting old cell phones!  The 

collection box is  located under the coat 

rack.   We will be sending them in at the end of  

September! This project  benefits our youth group!   

Thanks for your support! 

 

 

 

Dean Niemenski 
Dean Thomas Niemenski was born March 18, 1950 to Alfred and Virginia (Swankler) 

Niemenski near Wilkes-Barre PA and lived there until he was 9, when he moved to 

Erie, and finally to Trumbauersville at 16.  He has two brothers Alfred (Skip) in 

Pennsburg and Dale in Erie.  He and Linda have 2 daughters—Joy and Jill—and 4 

grandkids—Ben, Sydney, Sloane, and Elin. 
 

Dean graduated from Quakertown High School in 1968. After checking out colleges in California, Dean  

decided to continue his education at Bucks County Comm. College and work for the Acme.  Dean joined the 

National Guard in Jan. 1970 thru 1976.  He met and married his wife, Linda on April 29, 1972 at Christ’s  

Lutheran.  He took the civil service test for Quakertown Police in 1973 and was hired part time moving to full 

time in Sept. 1973.  He moved up the ranks retiring as administrative sergeant in April, 2003.  During his  

career as a police officer, Dean was a member of the police pistol team, a range officer for the police  

department, continued education in fingerprint, crime scene investigation among many other courses, and was 

school resource officer trained which led to his job in security at the Quakertown High School for the next 13 

years.  Also, during his years on the police force he proudly graduated from Allentown College (DeSales  

University) in 1994 with a degree in criminal justice. 
 

Through the years Dean enjoyed volunteering with local little league, boys’ basketball, girls’ soccer, and the 

high school track team.   Following girls field hockey and soccer were a favorite as both Jill and Joy were  

varsity players. A favorite memory is when the police were involved in fundraisers for the community having 

Eagles play basketball, Flyers play softball in alumni field, and the Phillie Phanatic and other celebs in  

Quakertown. He has helped at CELC over the years with landscaping, mowing, served on church council, 

greeting, ushering, helping with fundraisers, food pantry, mailings, etc. 
 

For fun and relaxation, he plays golf and has traveled to Hawaii, Italy, Ireland, Scotland, Alaska, the Caribbean, 

the Panama Canal, Canada, and many parts of the United States.  He also enjoys reading a good mystery and 

does jigsaw puzzles, and sudoku through the winter. 
 

Dean is thankful for his family, his friends, his “retirement rancher”, pretty good health, and living each day 

with purpose.  Hoping for better days to come! 
 

Respectfully submitted by Michele Daley July 2020 
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September Book Club 
 

Our Book Club is always looking 
for new members!  If you are  
interested in joining Book Club, 

please join us Wednesday’s September 9th and 23rd 
at 7:30pm via Zoom.  We have yet to pick a book 
for the month of September at time of publishing. 
 

For book and meeting information, 
please contact the Church Office 

or Teresa Maute-Carr. 

Anti-Viral Wipes Needed! 
 

We ask that when you are out  

shopping you keep an eye out for  

anti-viral wipes such as Clorox or Lysol 

brands. Some stores often have their 

own brands, too, but check to be sure 

they are anti-viral and not just anti-bacterial. 
 

The church can reimburse you when you submit a 

receipt. We’re trying to gather the supplies we 

need in order to re-enter the building in the  

coming months. 

 

Thank you in advance! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Graduation Quilt Presentation 
 

On Sunday, August 23rd, David Carr was presented with 

his graduation Quilt. David graduated this year from 

Quakertown Community High School.  
 

Thank you to the Quilters & Stiches of Love 

for making his beautiful quilt. 
 

David, may God bless you always! 

Thank You! 
 

Thank you to  
everyone who helped 
celebrate and make  
Evelyn Smoll’s 100th 

Birthday a special day! 
 

We are blessed to have 
such a thoughtful 

congregation! 

Thank you John Patrick Daley! 
JP thoughtfully organized 
and completed restoration 
of the playground for his 

Eagle Scout Project during 
the month of July. 
 

We are so grateful 
for his hard work! 

 

The playground 
looks fantastic! ! 

Monday, Sept. 7th! 
 

The Church office 

will be closed! 



We gather to WORSHIP God, EQUIP people with a faith that works in everyday life,  
and to SERVE & WELCOME all with God’s grace. 

One Luther Lane 

PO Box 569 

Trumbauersville, PA  18970 

Non-Profit Organization 
U. S. Postage Paid 
Quakertown, PA 
Permit #27 
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October  Newsletter  
Deadline is 

Sunday, Sept. 20th 

Table Grace 
(Tune: Froggie Went A–courtin’) 

 

Come Lord Jesus be our guest (hum) 
Come Lord Jesus be our guest, 

and let these gifts to us be blessed 
(hum, hum, hum) 

 
 
 
 
 
All college students — if you’d like to receive 
the Chronicles while at college, please give your 
school address to the church office.  We also 

make & send care packages in October and would like 
to keep in touch with you throughout the year. 
 

Simply put this form in the offering plate, 
email to christselca@verizon.net or snail mail to CELC  

(PO Box 569; Trumbauersville 18970) 
 

Student’s Name ______________________________ 
School ______________________________________ 
Address  ____________________________________ 
   ____________________________________ 
email ______________________________________ 
 

Let’s keep in touch! 


