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Join us for
 Sunday Worship 9am


CELC / VFW BINGO
Friday, May 17th at
Trumbauersville Fire Co



Book Club Wednesdays
at 7:30pm starting on
May 1st



Pentecost Sunday
June 9th order Red
Geraniums (p. 9)



VBS Planning Meeting:
Sunday, June 30th

A newsletter for the friends and family of Christ’s Ev. Lutheran Church

Jesus, I need to Touch You
Thomas didn’t doubt because he was a bad disciple,
he doubted because he was so immersed in the
struggle, fearing for his life, that he couldn’t see
outside of it. There was so much darkness, that when
the light came, he couldn’t even recognize it.
Imagine if we’ve never seen light before, what would
it look like if one day we saw it? Would we be able to
recognize it? The truth of the resurrection, in the midst
of our struggles, is that it’s “too good to be true;” it
doesn’t make any sense! It comes to us like a
language we can’t understand and that’s why Thomas
cried, “Jesus, I need to touch you!” Unless I feel your
wounds, I cannot believe. We can think about times in
our lives when we, like the disciples, thought that all
hope was gone, that God had abandoned us. We are
so immersed in our struggle, that we doubt that we can
(John 20:24-29)
ever get out of it. We too cry out, “Jesus, I need to
touch you!”
After having walked through the wilderness in Lent,
But the good news is that when Thomas had
we are now in the season of Easter. During this
doubts, Jesus did not reject him. Jesus invited him to
season we celebrate the angel’s announcement at the
touch his wounds and to see for himself so that he
empty tomb, that “Christ is Risen!” Our Gospel lesson
might believe! Like Thomas, when we cry “Jesus, I
in this season will feature Christ’s post-resurrection
need to touch you,” he allows us to touch him. When
appearances to his disciples. In John’s Gospel, Jesus
we are in the midst of a struggle, having doubts,
appeared to the disciples when they were locked in by
having forgotten what the light looks like; that’s when
their fear of those who killed Jesus, and then when
Jesus shows us his wounds, and allows us to touch
Jesus appeared he filled them with life and hope and
him so that we would believe! The wounded Christ
empowered them to go out and share the good news.
comforts us when we are wounded, and walks in
But there was one disciple missing…Thomas. We
solidarity with us in our struggle. Christ gives us
can relate to this because I think there’s a little of
reminders in our everyday lives that he has Risen from
Thomas inside each of us. He wasn’t there when Jesus
the dead. God gives us moments of resurrection,
appeared to the rest of the disciples, so I can imagine
moments that remind us that suffering and death are
them saying to him: “Oh Tom, you missed it! We had
not the end of the story and that in Christ, we have life
the doors locked, but Jesus appeared and said ‘peace
everlasting.
be with you’! It was awesome!” And I’m sure that
After Thomas touched Jesus and confessed “My
Thomas feels like the odd one out, and even though he
Lord and my God,” he was transformed. This apostle
hears that Jesus appeared, he says unless he sees
that we know as “doubting Thomas” went on to be one
Jesus for himself, and touches him, he won’t believe.
of the most faithful missionaries. He traveled even as
Of course, this is what earns him the label, “Doubting
far as India to spread the good news of Jesus Christ,
Thomas.”
and he was even martyred for his faith. An encounter
Haven’t we all felt like Thomas at some point in our
with the Risen Christ can restore us with new faith —
lives? Even though we’ve heard the good news of
enough to give us hope to endure our ongoing
Jesus’ resurrection, we want to see it for ourselves?
struggles, and even to go out into the world and share
How can it be so? How can someone rise from the
God’s love and grace in the face of whatever the world
dead? It defies all reason. It also defies all our
throws in our path.
experiences. Our lives are often clouded by death,
Walking with you in faith,
despair, suffering and disappointment.
Pastor Carolann
“But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’
But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the
nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house,
and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas,
‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my
God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who
have not seen and yet have come to believe.’”
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Financial Report
March Statistics
Memorial
Garden

The INreach Committee will meet on
Sunday, May 5th at 10:30am.
All interested folks are invited to attend!

Lawn Mowers Needed
If you are able to help in mowing the
church lawn, please sign up. You may
mow the lawn yourself, or sponsor the
mowing. You can sign-up on the Narthex bulletin
board or by using Signup Genius online.
A copy of our lawn-mowing procedure is available
from the church office.
If you have any questions, please speak with
Paul Gerhart Jr. or Brian Fenstermacher

MONTHLY
March Offerings
(and other income)
$10,543.26
March Expenses
$11,607.20
Shortfall (—)
$1,063.94
YEAR TO DATE
Income
$26,963.
Expenses
$36,174.
SHORTFALL (—)
$9,211.
For the month of March we had a shortfall of
$1,064, which brings our year-to-date deficit to
$9,211. This is $2,149 less than 2018 and
does NOT reflect our Candy Sale income. This
is the second year that we have decreased the
overall deficit in April. Thank God for Easter!
We need to keep this trend throughout the
year! Thanks for your financial support!
Yours in Christ, Brian Fenstermacher

Christ Union Cemetery News!
The current prices for plots in Christ’s Union
Cemetery are as follows:
Graves
Cremains
1 lot (4 graves) $1,400. 1 lot (2 cremains) $300.
1/2 lot (2 graves) $1,000. 2 lots (4 cremains) $500.
1/4 lot (1 grave)
$750. Scatter Cremains $200.
To purchase a plot, or for more information,
please contact: Bob Esten (215-370-5461) or
Ron Bresel (215-536-3642)
Brochures are available on the rack in the Narthex.

$40. for Lent THANKS!
We offer our thanks
to those who participated
in this deficit reduction project.
As of March 31st
we have received $320!

Candy Sale Update
as of 4/21/19

Income
$12,272.00
Stitches
$338.00
Total Profit $12,610.00
This is $167 more than 2018!
Thanks for the help & support!
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Parish
Life

The OUTreach Committee will meet on
Sunday, May 5th at 10:30am.
All interested folks are invited to attend!

Evangelism
The Committee on Evangelism, . . . shall try to restore those
who have lapsed from active membership, bring new members
into the fellowship of the church, and recruit, equip, & support
members of the congregation for these activities . . .

A Memorial Day Prayer
Let us remember the many brave men and
women who have given their lives
throughout the history of our country to
protect us from danger and harm.

Dear Heavenly Father,
As we remember those who have made the
ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms we enjoy every
day, we think of how they have followed in the
footsteps of your son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
Please hold our servicemen and women in your
strong arms. Cover them with your sheltering grace
and your presence as they stand in the gap for our
protection.
We also remember the families of our troops.
We ask for your unique blessings to fill their homes,
and we pray your peace, provision, and strength
will fill their lives.
May the members of our armed forces be
supplied with courage to face each day and may
they trust in the Lord's mighty power to accomplish
each task. Let our military brothers and sisters feel
our love and support.
In the name of Jesus. Amen.

News!
In March we served a total of
155 Households: 100 Children, 195 Adults,
95 Seniors. During the month we also
received 1,733 pounds of food donations.
Thanks to all who donated food, especially
the Milford-Trumbauersville Democrats!
We are also grateful for all the 40 days of
Food for Lent contributions! It’s not too
late to bring your donations to the Pantry.
All food is appreciated, but the following
items would be most appreciated:

Coffee and Tea
Canned fruit & Vegetables
Canned Soup
Baked Beans & Black Beans
Juice—all varieties
Salad Dressing
Breakfast Bars & Oatmeal
Kid’s Cereal
Jelly
Manwich
Spam
Hamburger Helper
Rice & Rice Products
Canned Potatoes & Instant Potatoes
Mayonnaise, Ketchup & Mustard
BBQ Sauce
Paper Products
Please help us serve the hungry folks
in our community!
Thank you!
Gary Nace
FEAST Pantry Coordinator

Quakertown Ministerium
FREE Community Dinner
May 2nd at 5:45pm
(Doors open at 5:15pm - 1st Thursday of each month)

at

Trinity Lutheran Church
Yerger Educational Building
Hellertown Ave., Quakertown
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2019 Drive-In Movies!
Friday Nights at Dusk
Fri., June 7th The Lego Movie 2 (PG)
Fri., June 14th
A Dog’s Way Home
Fri., June 21st Despicable Me 3 (PG)

Southeastern PA
Synod Assembly
May 3-4, 2019
Richlandtown

Fri., July 5th
Christopher Robin (PG)
th
Fri., July 12
Mary Poppins Returns Richlandtown
th
Fri., July 19 How to Train Your Dragon:
The Hidden World (PG)
th
Fri., July 26
Ralph Breaks Internet
Q-town
Fri.,
Fri.,
Fri.,
Fri.,

Aug.
Aug.
Aug.
Aug.

The annual synod assembly of the Southeastern
Pennsylvania will be held from Friday, May 3rd
through Saturday, May 4th at the Mennonite
Church in Franconia. Susan Trainer, Linda
Niemenski & Pastor will represent us this year!
Visitors are also welcome to attend to learn
more about the larger church!

2nd Kung Fu Panda 3 (PG)
9th* The Lion King 1994 (G)
9th
The Incredibles 2
Richlandtown
th*
16 Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (PG-13)

*Free Potluck Dinner on August 9th at 6:30pm!
Hot dogs, Corn on the Cob & Drinks will be provided!
Everyone else is encouraged to bring
a side dish or dessert to share!
We can ALWAYS use help running the movies and the
concession stand. A sign-up sheet is posted on the
narthex bulletin board. For more information,
please speak with Nicole DeReiter.

Community
Flea Market!
June 29th
8am — 2pm
in our Church
Parking Lot
The OUTreach Committee is planning another
Community Flea Market for June 29, 2019! It
will be held in our church parking lot from 8am
to 2pm. A planning meeting is scheduled for
Wed., May 15th at 7pm. All are welcome!
The cost to participate is $12. and set up can
begin as early as 6:30am. Each participant
will be given space for an 8’ table. You are
responsible to bring your own table and
“treasures” to sell. Church members may
“borrow” tables for a fee of $5. per table.
For more information, speak to Linda Niemenski.

Fri., May 17th
Doors open at 6pm
Games begin at 7pm
at the Trumbauersville Fire House
This event is sponsored by the church and the
VFW. Cost is $20. in advance & $25. at the
door. There will also be a silent auction,
raffles, 50/50, and food available.
For tickets, call the church office
at 215-536-3193.
Please join us!

TRUMBAUERSVILLE
COMMUNITY DAY
JUNE 1, 2019
Community day will be held
behind the UCC church. There
will be Games, Food stands, etc.. We’ll once
again have a stand with popcorn & soft
pretzels!
There’s a sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board. We can always use help!

Thursday, May 2nd!
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GIANT GIFT CARDS
Cash for Causes

Quilters &
STITCHES OF LOVE
Together!!
The Quilters and the Stitches of Love groups
work together! They meet on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 7pm. They usually meet for about
1 to 2 hours at the most.
Whether you like to quilt, knit, crochet, or sew,
you are welcome! Even if you don’t know how to
do any of these things, but are willing to learn, you
are welcome!
ALL interested folks are welcome to join them
no experience is necessary!
The next Quilters & Stitches of Love gathering is:

Thanks to all who participate in our
Giant Gift Card Program. All monies
received through this program benefit our social
ministry projects. We’ll continue to participate
each month (see the order dates below). The
purchaser receives the FULL value of the gift card
and the church receives 5%! We need to order a
minimum of $500 each month. A sign-up sheet is
located on the Narthex bulletin board.

Order by
May 26
June 30

Pick Up at Church
June 2
July 7

For more information, speak with Deb Nace.

Tuesday, May 14th at 7:00 pm

Coffee Hour Sponsors!
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26
June 2
June 9
June 16

Sponsor Needed!
Sponsor Needed!
Samantha Beck
Sue Chenette
Graduate Recognition / Milestone Ministry
Confirmation / Milestone Ministry
Sponsor Needed!

June 23

Sponsor Needed!

June 30 Sponsor Needed!
(Outside)
To sponsor a coffee hour means: set up, baking (or
buying) goodies, and clean up. If you have any
questions, ask June Grove or Susan Trainer.

The Trumbauersville TRAC
program will be held at
our church. It will begin
on July 1st, close down on
Thursday, July 4th & Friday, July 5th,
reconvene on July 8th and end on
August 1st. To register, call Larry at
borough hall (215-536-1761).

We continue to participate in the Redner’s 1% cash
back program! You need a Redner’s Reward card to
participate in the program and it’s
FREE! It only takes a minute to
complete their form (they ask for
name, date of birth & phone #).
Over the years we’ve received hundreds of dollars
from this program.
Thanks for your help! Let me know if you have any
questions.
Deb Nace
Social Ministry Chairperson

Aluminum Can Recycling
Our Recycle Bin for aluminum
cans, bottles and cat food cans is
located next to the shed in the
corner of the parking lot.
Please note that we recycle ONLY
aluminum cans and containers. We DO NOT accept steel
cans, dog food cans or plastic bottles.
All proceeds from recycling
are used for mower gas and lawn maintenance.
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2019 Average Sunday
Worship Attendance

The UPreach Committee will meet on
Thursday, May 2nd at 8:00pm.
All interested folks are invited to attend!

Bells of Blessings
Handbell Choir
will be playing in Church on
Sunday, May 5th!
As always, we invite you to come out and join us for
fun, fellowship, and perhaps a little learning too!
We will rehearse at 7pm on the following Mondays:
April 22nd & 29th. For more information, please speak
with Marguerite Wilkins or Cathy Heller.

March
51
Year-to-date 45
# of members who attended
worship in March: 93

MOVIE HELP
NEEDED!
All folks interested in helping
with the drive-in movies are
asked to attend the training session. It
will be held on the first night of the
movies, which is June 7th . Training will
begin at 8:00pm.
For more information,
please speak with Nicole DeReiter.

Flower Sponsors
are Needed for
Pentecost Sunday
June 9th
Join us for worship
at 9:00am
Please wear RED!

May 26th & June 2nd, 16th
Cost is $15.00 per week.

Bulletin Sponsors
are needed for
nd
rd

June 2 , 23 & July 28th

Armed Forces
Day
Saturday, May 18th
VBS Planning Meeting
is scheduled for
Sunday, June 30th
after worship
all are welcome!

Cost is $15.00 per week.
Please help if you can.

Independence Court
Worship
Please join us as we lead
worship on May 19th
at 2pm!
All are Welcome!
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BULLETIN SPONSORS
May 5

Teresa & David Carr in
loving honor of their
husband/father, Zac’s Birthday

May 12

Linda & Dean Niemenski in loving
honor of their granddaughter,
Sydney Christopher’s 10th Birthday

YOUTH GROUP
Youth group is for those
in grades 6-12.
Join us on the following days:
Sun., May 5

6pm

Confirmation Class

Sun., May 19

6pm

Confirmation Class

May 19

Jenn Rabenold in loving memory of
her mother, Karen Quinn

Sat., June 1

4pm

Trumbauersville
Community Day

May 26

June & Jack Grove in loving honor of
their grandson, J.P. Bartlett

Sun., June 2

9am
10:15am

Graduate Recognition
Confirmation Day Planning!

Easter
Thanks!
Special THANKS to everyone who
helped to make the Lenten Season
and Easter at Christ’s Lutheran Church
such a blessed & meaningful time!
Thanks to all the soup makers! Our Lenten
suppers were delicious especially when shared with
great people!
Thanks to all the worship assistants for the
Midweek and Sunday services! Your faithful
commitment does God proud!
Thanks to Dean Niemenski & Ron Hassler for
getting the cross down for our Good Friday Service.
Thanks to Bernie & Marguerite Wilkins for
arranging the flowers in the sanctuary — their
beauty added to our worship!
Thanks to Cathy & the Choir for their dedication
and hard work that was evident in the beautiful
music they provided all season long!
Thanks to Pastor Carolann for getting all the stuff
ready for the Easter Egg Hunt & Treasure Hunt!
Thanks to Frank Trainer & Bob Hosier
for making sure the Memorial Garden &
Fountain were ready for the Easter Sunrise
Service.

Thanks everyone!

Confirmation Class
will meet on
Sundays,
May 5th & 19th
at 6:00pm

(Second-year students only)

Fri., June 7

Dusk

Drive-In Movie!

Sun., June 9

9am

Rite of Confirmation for

Fri., June 21

Dusk

Drive-In Movie

Sat., June 29

8am

Comm. Flea Market

Austin Rickert, Jillian Ruscavage,
Stephen Spor, Annaliese Warnke,
Jack Warnke & Kayla Wulffleff

For more information,
speak with Pastor Carolann

ALTAR FLOWER
SPONSORS
May 5

Scott & Denise Heckler in
loving memory of his mother,
Lorraine Heckler

May 12

Jean Vandegrift in loving honor of her
daughter, Samantha Beck’s Birthday

May 19

Jean Vandegrift in loving memory of her
mother, Jane Bush

May 26

Sponsor Needed!

Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, May 2nd
at 6:45pm
If you are willing and able to sing in
the choir through June, please join us
for practice on May 2nd!
For more information, speak with Cathy Heller
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Thank God for Mother’s Love
~ Anonymous ~
There is no love, like a mother’s love,
no stronger bond on earth...
like the precious bond that comes from God,
to a mother, when she gives birth.
A mother’s love is forever strong,
never changing for all time...
and when her children need her most,
a mother’s love will shine.
God bless these special mothers,
God bless them every one...
for all the tears and heartache,
and for the special work they’ve done.
When her days on earth are over,
a mother’s love lives on...
through many generations,
with God’s blessings on each one.
Be thankful for our mothers,
for they love with a higher love...
from the power God has given,
and the strength from up above.

Designer
Bag Bingo!
Christ’s Lutheran Church, Trumbauersville and the
John Rivers Memorial VFW Post #11322,
Q-town is hosting a Vera Bradley & thirty-one Bag
Bingo on Friday, May 17, 2019. We need
individuals, local organizations & businesses to
sponsor the bag bingo prizes. All the names of
sponsors will be prominently displayed in the bingo
hall as well as on the prizes themselves. The value of
each bag ranges from $40 to $100.
To donate a prize, complete this form
and send it with your check/money order to

Christ’s Lutheran Church, PO Box 569,
Trumbauersville, PA 18970.
Checks should be made payable to:

Christ’s Lutheran Church
Deadline to sponsor a prize is May 5, 2019.
 I would like to contribute $ ______.00 to support the
Christ’s Lutheran Church and John Rivers Memorial
VFW Post #11322 Bingo.

Donated by: ___________________________
In loving memory/honor of: (circle one)
_____________________________
Don’t forget — our Vera Bradley & thirty-one Bag
Bingo will be May 17th at Trumbauersville Fire Co!

THANKS for all your support!.

Yours in Christ,
Susan Trainer
Council President

1st
2nd
3rd
6th
7th
8th

Rod Howatt
Zac Carr
Benjamin Christopher
Samantha Beck
Alexis Griffith
Harry Griffith, Jr.
Nate Sweigart
Marilyn Bobb
Don Carty

11th
12th
13th
15th
16th
17th
19th
21st

Betty Nace
John Daley
Colleen Burgher
Braden Sell
Sydney Christopher
Colin Kartsounas
Annabelle Fox
Crystal Benetz

22nd
23rd
26th
27th
28th
30th
31st

Sherri Voght
Anastasia Kartsounas
Tina Kulp
Kim Mallery
Amanda Christian
Tori Rickert
Cora Moll
Robin Major
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Red Geraniums
for Pentecost
If you would like to help decorate the
Church in the festive color of Red –
order Red Geraniums for Pentecost,
which is June 9th.
The cost for the geraniums this year is:
$2.50 for a 4½” pot
The order deadline is Sunday, May 26th
Name of Sponsor: __________________________
Phone Number: ____________________
In Memory of / Honor of / Other occasion:
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
# of plants
_______ 4½” pot x $2.50 each = ____________

Happy Memorial Day
God Bless America!
Memorial Day began in the
United States on May 30,
1868, after the Civil War
had ended. Flowers were put on the graves
of both sides, in order to help heal the nation.
It was later expanded to include all who had
died in America’s wars. It is now celebrated
on the last Monday of May.
Remember to fly your flags on
Memorial Day, May 27, 2019!

On March 31st
we celebrated the gift
of God’s grace as
Bentley Matteo Silverman &
Jullian Elizabeth Silverman
were Baptized in the name of
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Bentley’s Mom: Jullian Silverman

Total enclosed: _____________
Make checks payable to Christ’s Lutheran Church

In Lieu of Pentecost Flowers A Gift to the Following Fund(s)

Memorial Fund
Organ Fund
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund
Deficit Reduction Fund
Name of Sponsor:
______________________________
Amount enclosed $ ______________

Bentley’s Godmothers:
Christine Hein & Tiffany Schoonover
Jullian’s Sponsor: Christine Nace
Bentley’s Grandparents:
Christine & Kevin Nace, and Jason Silverman
Bentley’s Great-grandparents:
Barbara & Donald Marks
and Janet & Richard Silverman
May God continue to bless them all
with his abundant love and grace.
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Congratulations
& God’s Blessings
to
Ella Fox
Joel Ruscavage
Paige Reiss
who received their First Holy Communion
on Palm Sunday, April 14th

On Pentecost Sunday,
June 9th we will
celebrate the

Rite of
Confirmation
for

Austin Rickert
Jillian Ruscavage
Stephen Spor
Annaliese Warnke
Jack Warnke
Kayla Wulffleff
Please join us as we celebrate this
important milestone in the life of
these faithful young people!

Graduate
Recognition
will be celebrated on
Sunday, June 2nd!

and to Kyleigh Keim
who received her First Holy Communion
on Easter Sunday, April 21st!

If you (or your child) is graduating from High
School, College, or Graduate School this
spring, please let the church office know!
We want to recognize everyone!

Quakertown High School
Baccalaureate
Sunday, June 2nd
6:00pm
May God continue to surround them all
with his love and grace.

The Quakertown High School Baccalaureate
Worship Service, sponsored by the Quakertown
Ministerium, will be held on Sunday, June 2nd
at First UCC, Quakertown.

All are welcome!
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Church:
Phone: 215-536-3193
E-mail: Christselca@verizon.net
Web Site: http://www.christslutheran.com

Church Officers:
Susan Trainer, President
Bob Hosier, Vice President
Teresa Maute-Carr, Council Sec.
Brian Fenstermacher, Treasurer
Joan Kratz, Financial Sec.
Rev. Carolann Hopcke, Pastor

(215) 538-1896
(610) 346-6608
(215) 534-0259
(215) 529-9118
(267) 249-8153
(215) 529-1473

Committee Chairpersons:
INREACH:
Communications
Erika Krauthauser
Finance Committee
Brian Fenstermacher
Memorial Garden
Bob Hosier
Mutual Ministry
Bob Hosier
Property Committee
Brian Fenstermacher
Stewardship Committee
Mike Patterson

(267) 772-0378
(215) 529-9118
(610) 346-6608
(610) 346-6608
(215) 529-9118
(215) 266-1318

OUTREACH:
Evangelism Committee
Nicole DeReiter
Parish Life Committee
Linda Niemenski
Social Ministry Committee
Gary Nace

(484) 951-4705
(215) 536-1158
(215) 536-7152

UPREACH:
Bells of Blessings &
Worship & Music
Marguerite Wilkins
(610) 838-7745
Christian Education & Youth Ministry
Volunteers Needed!
Milestone Ministry
Amy Ruscavage
(215) 529-0595

will MEET on
Sunday, May 19th
at 10:45am.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
Linda Arnowitt
Dorothy Brinkman
Susan Casey
Robyn Erb
George Ford
Lester Fox
Paul Gerhart, Sr.
Vicky Griffin
Clyde Keller
Spencer Lane
Betty Nace
Eugene Ortt
Steve Reutingler
George & Mary Roberts
Jess Slaughter
Tim
Ed & Judy Ware

Gary Atherholt
Cindy Brooks
Ayden Castle
Mary Jane Fitzgerald
Elda Fox
Margaret Fraser
Tommy Green
Derek Heller
Tina Kulp
Jack Maccarone
Dean Niemenski
Gerald Parvin
Peggy Rickert
Miriam Schaub
Barry Stoneback
Walter Utter
Angela Whittam

Matthew Bernabei
Ellen Brown
Rachel DiGiugno
Jessie Fluck
Larry Fox
Evelyn Gerhart (Paul)
Leonard Godshall
Allen Keller & family
Chuck Kyle
Kim Mallery
Walter Orlowski
Annabelle Reith
Sam Rines
Edith Sigmans
Larry Sweigart
Todd Walter
Bob Wilkins

The families of Marion Hoffert, Pr. Craig Landis & William Reith
Our Military Personnel:
Nicholas Bitting, Trevor Brown, Cedric Crowder, Megan Crowder,
Tyler Deen, Col. Carl Devitz, Josh Fox, Chase Hanley, Corey
Hanley, Josh McCarty, Ian Paquette, Matthew Pscheid,
Avery Sherman, Elliot Stauffer, Tobin Stauffer, Christine Taylor,
and Matt Toft
People will remain on the prayer list for a month.
Please notify the church office if someone needs to be included beyond that time.
It’s helpful to use prayer list forms.

Would you like to
join our church Family?
If you are interested, please speak
with Pastor Carolann. We’d love to
have you join our family at Christ’s
Lutheran Church!

Puzzle Answers:

Meets Monday, May 20th at
Trinity Lutheran Church, Quakertown
beginning at 7pm.
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COFFEE HOUR

Puzzle Answers on page 11

Coffee Hour sponsors are
needed for May and June!
The sign-up sheet is on the Narthex
bulletin board, or you may also use
Signup Genius online!
For more information, please speak
with June Grove or Susan Trainer.
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Jack Grove
John E. Grove (aka “Jack”) was born on August 20, 1937 in Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore,
Maryland. He and his parents lived in Carney, Maryland and attended St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Parkville Maryland; his grandparents were charter members. He attended Sunday School and
joined the Boy Scouts at that church. His first job was as a water boy in a group of greenhouses owned by
his Scout Master; he earned fifty cents an hour. Jack’s two lifetime commitments were joining the Air
Force, where he met June, which was his second life-long commitment sealed in a military wedding
(crossed swords and all) at a Lutheran Church in Mobile, Alabama.
Jack began his Air Force career as an Aviation Cadet, graduating as a 2nd Lieutenant Navigator. He became an Electric
Warfare Officer and then moved into Strategic ICMB Atlas missiles as a Missile Launch Commander. From there he was
accepted into pilot training at Laredo, Texas.
Upon graduation, he was assigned to F4C fighters in Thailand/Vietnam. However, upon completing F4C training, his
wife, June, was 7 months pregnant, so he was allowed to stay with her at her folk’s home in Mobile, Alabama until Cheryl
was born. He flew with the 497th Night Fighter Squadron and became friends with General Robin Olds and Daniel
“Chappy” James, two great Air Force heroes. Completing his tour, he was next assigned as an instructor pilot, teaching
basic flight training at Craig AFB in Selma, Alabama. There they attended the small Beth Lutheran Church in Selma
where Jack became the Church Council President and their oldest daughter, Alison, was an acolyte. After five years there,
Jack was transferred to FB-111 aircraft at Plattsburg, New York.
While serving at Plattsburg for ten years, Jack was promoted to Lt. Colonel. He was placed in charge of the Alert
Management Division with nuclear armed FB-111s and KC135 tanker aircraft on ready alert 24/7 awaiting the Presidential
order to go to war (the targets were mostly in Russia). While piloting an FB-111 on one training mission, Jack accelerated
the aircraft to 2.5 mach (2.5 times the speed of sound).
A big change came when women were given combat assignments. The Alert Facilities housed about 80 men. The
facilities had only two shower/lavatory rooms. When the first woman was assigned to a tanker crew, she was given one of
the shower/lavatories, leaving the 79 men to share the other. Jack changed this situation by taking a bedroom suite and
having the Air Base Civil Engineering section convert it to a ladies’ powder room with a lavatory and showers.
Jack retired from the Air Force in July 1982. At the retirement ceremony, the entire Alert Management Division was
allowed to attend. June was in tears as she would miss the Officer Wives Club activities and friends, while Jack was eager
to get a job in civilian life. His first civilian job came when he walked into the personnel office at AAI Corporation in
Hunt Valley, Maryland. He was hired on the spot as they had just won a contract to build an F-111 simulator. Jack became the test director. At AAI he was assigned to the Human Factory/Safety Division and acquired that engineering skill.
Jack went on to work for GE in King of Prussia as a Human Factors/System Safety Engineer. GE was bought out my
Martins, but Jack’s job and even his office did not change. Martins was joined by Lockheed, and again, Jack’s job and office did not change. He worked there until retiring in 2002, but was asked to return as a part time worker. He continued to
work until 2009. At 73 years old, Jack finally joined June in retirement. He currently enjoys his retirement by attending
auctions with June, doing ancestry research, volunteering at our church, and visiting their far-flung family. Jack provides
us all with valued leadership, strong faith and kindness to all. Our church is blessed with his presence.
Submitted by Pat & Nicole DeReiter
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May
Book
Club:

Hearts in Motion
Mission Trip
Hi all! In August I have the
opportunity to travel to Zacapa,
Guatemala with a non-profit group
called Hearts in Motion through my
occupational therapy program at
Temple University. We are looking to
collect a list of things to bring with us
to help provide the best services
possible and it would be greatly
appreciated if you are able to donate
any of the following items!
We will need:
 Old luggage (to pack donations and leave in Guatemala)
 Cane/crutch tips
 Canes, Crutches, Walkers for pediatric and adult sizes
 Ace bandaging
 Wound care supplies (gauze, paper tape, scissors, etc.)
 Theraband
 Children’s books and toys
 Shoes (preferably solid black — it’s what they wear to school)
If you have any questions please send an email to
daley.sarah@temple.edu
Thanks in advance for the donations and support!
Sarah Daley

By Invitation Only
by Dorothea Benton Frank
Wednesdays in May at 7:30pm
May 1st, 8th & 15th
Books available in the Narthex
for $10 each

By Invitation Only is a tale of two families, one struggling to
do well, one well to do, and one young couple—the privileged
daughter of Chicago’s crème de la crème and the son of
hard -working Southern peach farmers.
Dorothea Benton Frank offers a funny, sharp, and deeply
empathetic novel of two very different worlds--of limousines
and pickup trucks, caviars and pigs, skyscrapers and ocean
spray--filled with a delightful cast of characters who all have
something to hide and a lot to learn. A difference in legal
opinions, a headlong dive from grace, and an abrupt twist will
reveal the truth of who they are and demonstrate, when it truly
counts, what kind of grit they have. Are they living the life they
want, what regrets do they hold, and how would they remake
their lives if they were given the invitation to do so?

Thank you Girl Scout Troop #2020!

We are so thankful to Quakertown Girl
Scout Troop #2020 who donated 12 filled
Easter baskets for our FEAST Pantry
clients! Each basket was abundantly filled
with candy, toys, and a generous $Gift
Card$! All who received them were very
grateful! Thanks for supporting FEAST!
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Update!
As of April 20th, 287 lbs. of
food have been donated to
FEAST Pantry through the
40 days of food for FEAST
challenge.
It’s not too late to bring your
donations to church! FEAST
can ALWAYS use donations
of food or money!

Vacation Bible School 2019
VBS will be held from
August 5-9, 2019
9am — 12noon

Ascension Day
May 30, 2019
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Memorial Bricks
There is always room for
more! Forms are available in
the narthex. For more
information, speak with
Bob Hosier

Table Grace
(Spoken Birthday Prayer)
God made the sun and God made the tree.
God made the mountains and God made me.
I thank you, O God,
for the sun and the tree,
for making the mountains
and for making me!

Summer Newsletter
Deadline is
Sunday, May 19th

We gather to WORSHIP God, EQUIP people with a faith that works in everyday life,
and to SERVE & WELCOME all with God’s grace.

Happy
Mother’s
Day
Sunday,
May 12th!

Lawn Signs
& Bumper
Magnets
available!
The Upper Bucks
Conference & Quakertown Ministerium
are selling these signs & magnets at cost:
$5 per lawn sign & $3 per magnet
They are available in the church office.

