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Living in God’s Time 

As I write, the end of 2020 is nearing. Almost 

here, but not yet. 2020 has been quite the year, 

hasn’t it? Most of us didn’t have a pandemic on 
our radar screen. When I said something to my 

 allergist about my surprise at the pandemic, she 
informed me that we were overdue. Apparently, 

there is one every one hundred years. I’m glad I 

won’t be here for the next one.  
 

The pandemic has transformed so much of our 

personal lives and altered when and how we 
leave the house.  The CDC is now  

recommending that anyone over 65 just stay 

home. It’s safer that way. This is sobering to me 
on so many different levels. 
 

Our corporate life in the church has been  
altered, too. That includes the interim time. A 

typical interim period in a church lasts 18-24 

months. This has been anything but typical. The 
first four months were focused on what I called 

“Jesus first”—getting us back into worship in 
some way. While Jesus has always been present 

with us, the corporate body of Christ’s Lutheran 

was separated.  
 

During this time Worship and Music, the  

Re-enter Safely Team and I spent many special 
meetings formulating a new plan for worship, 

first outdoors and then indoors. And then the 

tide switched again and we had to resort to 
online via Facebook Live. All these worship 

changes have dominated the beginning months 
of the interim. Once we rolled into the fall a 

Transition Team Tasks document was prepared 

which Council reviewed. Once they saw the 
scope of the Team’s work, they chose names and I 

contacted the individuals to determine their 
interest in serving.  
 

The main task of the Team is to prepare the  

Ministry Site Profile which will be presented to 

Council for approval. It will then be sent to 
the Synod for use in matching potential  

pastoral candidates with the needs and  
mission direction of the congregation. All of 

this takes time. God’s time. 
 

An interim period is typically one of higher 
than usual anxiety. Life has changed. The 

pastor who was present for twenty years has 
been called elsewhere. This anxiety can push 

the desire to rush through the interim time, 

yet it is most productive when attention is 
paid to the process and the details involved. 

When it is methodical, the chance of a good 
match being made is greater. 
 

As we’ve all experienced, a pandemic is a 

time of great anxiety. Everything has 
changed and it’s unnerving. Anxiety upon 

anxiety. That can feel pretty heavy. But in the 
midst of it all, Emmanuel, God with us draws 

us out of our time and into God’s time. And, 

we operate in God’s time, not ours.  
 

One of the gifts we receive in our lives is the 

gift of the Holy Spirit which calls, gathers,  

enlightens us and makes us holy. It is this 
same Holy Spirit which will lift up a new  

pastor to serve you in the future and is,  
perhaps, already beginning to stir something 

in them that will eventually bring you both 

together.  
 

We live in God’s time, not ours. Let us travel 

into the new year trusting in this. 
 

In peace, 

Pastor Sue Lang 

The Chronicles 
January 2021 
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The UPreach Committee will meet on 
Thurs., Jan. 14th at 7:00pm on Zoom. 
All interested folks are invited to attend! 

2020 Average Sunday  
Worship Attendance 

 

 November 27 
 Year to date 31 

Worship Update 
 

Due to continued pandemic  
restrictions and under the  

advice of Bishop Davenport we will continue to 
hold worship on Facebook Live.  
 

Please keep an eye out in your email every 
week for information on how to join us or  
contact the office.  

The SEPA Synod has  
organized a Worship 
with Lessons & Carols 

for Sunday, January 3rd. 
 

The Worship will be available online to view. 
A link to this service is posted on our website, 
christslutheran.com and our Facebook Page. 

 
 
 

 
The following people made  
donations to our Memorial Fund  
in loving memory of  
George Roberts: 

 

Neal & Pat Bossert 
Jack & June Grove 
Carolann Hopcke 

Gary & Debbie Nace 
Linda & Dean Niemenski 

 

The total amount received so far 
in loving memory of George is $325.00 

Pastor Sue  
will be on vacation from  

Mon., Dec. 28th  
through Sun., Jan. 3rd. 

Facebook  

Livestreaming 
 

Our worships are now available to watch 
via Facebook Live! Please visit our Facebook page 
Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church to watch live 
9am Sunday worships or even to re-watch services.  

Book Club  

Meetings 
 

The book club will resume  

meetings in January on 

Zoom.  The book club is always looking for 

new members and even have a Facebook 

Group page! They typically meet on the 

2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at 

7:30pm.   
 

If you are interested in joining us  

for discussion and laughter,  

please contact Teresa Maute-Carr. 

Wednesday, 
January 6th 
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MONTHLY  
 

November Offerings 
(and other income) $6,175.43 
November Expenses $9,995.46 
     SHORTFALL  (—) $3,820.03 
 

YEAR TO DATE 
 Income $86,358. 
 Expenses $111,168. 
     SHORTFALL  (—) $24,810. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Brian Fenstermacher 

Treasurer 

Financial Report 
November Statistics 

The INreach Committee will meet on 
Sunday, January 17th  

at 10:30am on Zoom. 
All interested folks are invited to attend! 

Memorial 
Garden 

Annual Congregational  
Meeting 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 
 

     Our annual congregational meeting will 
take place on Sunday, February 7th.  We will hear the  
year-end reports of each committee and discuss other  
important business.   

Please mark your calendars and keep an eye out  
in your email for further details! 

A Note from the 
Financial Secretary 

 
 

     Please help defray the cost of postage by  
picking up your 2020 Giving Statement in the 
Narthex. Please stop by when Alexis is in the  
office. It’s helpful to call ahead of time. The  
giving statements will be ready and in the  
Narthex by Sunday, January 24th.   
     If you have any questions about your  
statement, please contact me at 267-249-8153. 

 

Thanks, Joan Kratz 

2021 Offering 

Envelopes 
 

The offering envelopes for 2021 are 
now available for pickup in the  

narthex.  Please stop by when Alexis is in the office. 
It’s helpful to call ahead of time. 
 

 Also, if you can help deliver any, we’d appreciate it!  
It would help to save on postage! 

Thanks! 

RECYCLING 
Please Keep the Aluminum Cans  

coming!  Please rinse the cans first!  
We have a bin outside by the shed This money is 

used to buy gas and for property expenses! 
Thanks for your help! 

 

Bob Hosier 

I am your Church 
Envelope 

 

I would like to talk with you, 
for I am part of your church life. 

 

I may be a complete stranger to you, 
 but I can help you be a better Christian. 

 

I like to go to worship on Sunday, 
 for I help you to be Christ’s partner. 
 

I am very small, but I am the keystone of  
 your church program. 
 

I am a weekly reminder of your daily blessings. 
 

I dare you to be as good to God 
 as he has been to you. 
 

I am only paper, but I carry the  
 full gift of a generous heart. 
 

I am the only pocketbook you 
need on Sunday, and I promise not to be a 
burden. 
 

I am your chance to preach, 
 for I am a silent sermon of your devotion. 
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Quakertown Ministerium 

FREE Community  

Take-out Only Dinner 
January 7th at 5:45pm 

(Thursday of each month) 

at Trinity Lutheran Church 
102 No. Hellertown Ave., Quakertown 

All are welcome! 

The OUTreach Committee will meet 
on Sunday, January 17th  

at 10:30am on Zoom. 
All interested folks are invited to attend! 

Parish 

Life 

Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Trumbauersville 

Soup-er Bowl Sunday 
February 7, 2021 

 

     Super Bowl Sunday is not only a day to 
cheer for our favorite team, it’s also “Soup-er” 
Bowl Sunday, a day of caring and helping 
people in great need. 
 

     On February 7
th

, thousands of  
congregations of all denominations across 
the country in the “Soup-er” Bowl of Caring.  
Please consider adding to your offering a  
donation to our own F.E.A.S.T. Pantry.  
 

Please help tackle hunger  
in our own community! 

Quilters & 
STITCHES OF LOVE 

 

The Quilters and the Stitches of Love groups 
meet together!  They meet on the 2nd Tuesday 

of each month at 7pm.  They usually meet for 
about 1 to 2 hours and will continue meetings 

in the spring. 
 

ALL interested folks are welcome  
to join them no experience is necessary!   

 

 
News! 

 

 In November we served 128 Households:109  
Children, 177 Adults, 85 Seniors!  During the 
month we also received a total of 6,843 lbs. 
of food donations, with 165 lbs. coming 
from the election poll food drive.  A special 
thank you to all who participated in the 
“Reverse Advent Calendar” — your items 
made a difference!  We helped over 70  
families for the Christmas Holiday 
 

 Please don’t forget you can still bring your 
filled “Reverse Advent Calendar” boxes to 
the Pantry.   
 

The pantry is grateful for all food donations 
during this difficult time. 

 

Thanks for your generosity! 
Deb Nace & Gary Nace 

 

Please make the following  
updates to your directory: 

 

Frank Trainer 267-374-4915 
Susan Trainer 215-880-8038 

 

January 18-25, 

2021 
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“For I know the plans I have for you, 
declares the Lord, plans to give you 
hope and a future, you will seek me 

and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart”  

Jeremiah 29:11 
 

I thought this would be a good  
opening statement as we prepare for a 
new year with much hope. As bad as 
2020 was in many different facets, we 
all hope and pray for a better 2021. 
Here at Christ’s Lutheran,  
Trumbauersville, we continue the  
process of transitioning to a new  
permanent pastor, a couple new people 
coming on council as a few are leaving. 
So much opportunity to make the new 
year a winner. If you want to help 
things along, please speak up, join a 
committee, or just call. Hope to see 
everyone back in the church in 2021. 
God Bless!  

 

Your brother in Christ,  
Mike Patterson  

Church Council President 

1st Bonnie Gendeloff 
2nd Austin Chen 
 Chris Mettin 
3rd Pat DeReiter 
 Ruth Ann Kiesel 
6th Diane Karwowski 
7th Andrew Mashas 
 Elin Berton 

9th Wesley Chen 
10th Wieslawa Orlowski 
15th Deb Nace 
17th Joan Carr 
19th Erika Krauthauser 
 Stephen Spor 
21st Ron Reith 
23rd Elda Fox 

25th Wayne Reiss 
27th Shannon Keim 
 Bernadine Wilkins 
31st Jessica Orzel 

LET’S GET  

TOGETHER AGAIN! 
 

Can you believe we have had an 

Easter Candy Sale since 2007!  Last year we made 

over $9,000 even with the beginning of a  

pandemic.  Can we continue in 2021?  YES we can

-- with YOUR help!  Things would be different 

this year.  One idea is to make a small amount of 

butter cream, coconut, and peanut butter eggs 

only.  Basically, online sales and pre-orders.   We 

would need volunteers to donate the ingredients 

(or $ to buy ingredients), make the eggs, dip and 

package eggs and fill the orders.   
 

MOST IMPORTANTLY--- Will you commit to one 

or more of these volunteer positions?   It would be 

a small commitment and would help to bring us 

together again.  It depends on YOU if this  

fundraiser happens.   
 

Please call or email Linda Niemenski with what 

you can do or any ideas to make this work!    

215-536-1158 or lniemenski@gmail.com.   

(If you have ideas for a different fundraiser please 

speak up—new fresh ideas are welcome!) 



PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
Nancy Ackerman Gary Atherholt All Military Personnel 
Dorothy Brinkman Brian Brooks Ellen Brown  
Emma Christ’s Lutheran Gail DeReiter 
Mary Jane Fitzgerald George Ford Kevin Fox 
Lester Fox Tyler Fox Evelyn Gerhart (Paul) 
Paul Gerhart, Sr. Pauline Gerhart Tommy Green 
Vicky Griffin Jennifer Griffith Tammy Griffith 
Phyllis Heckler Derek Heller Tom Karwowski 
Kayla George Koshorreck Nora Lynn 
Kim Mallery Walter Orlowski Gerald Parvin 
Wayne Reiss Annabelle Reith Andrea Reynolds 
Deb Roat Mary Roberts Miriam Schaub 
Patricia Stover Larry Sweigart Doug Whittam 
Kimberly Whittam Mark Wilkins 

 

The Families of Joe Lynn, Carol Maddox, and George Roberts 
 

People will remain on the prayer list for a month. Please notify the church office if  
someone needs to be included beyond that time.  It’s helpful to use prayer list forms. 
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Church Council 

Will MEET on 

Sunday,  

January 3rd 

at 10:30am 

 
 
 
 

2021 Meeting 
Schedule 

Council will meet  
on the following  

Sundays at 10:30am: 
 

January 3rd 

February 7th 

March 7th 
April TBD 

June 6th 

September 5th 

October 3rd 

November 7th 

December 5th 
 

Meetings may be 
scheduled in  

May, July & August,  
if needed 

Dear Friends, 
 

I would like to thank the 

congregation for the gift 

given to me for Christmas. 
 

I greatly appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

I want you to know how much I enjoy 

the fellowship we’ve shared over the 

years. 
 

Sincerely, 

Cathy Heller 

Director of Music 

To my family at 
Christ’s Lutheran, 
 

   I want to thank 
you for the gift from 
the congregation for 
Christmas.  I am so 

grateful for everyone's support not 
just this year, but always. 
 

   Thanks also to all who have 
emailed during the past few months 
to check in.  Please know I am  
always here for all of you. 
 
 

Thank you! 
Alexis Griffith 

Office Secretary 

Church: 
Phone:  215-536-3193 

E-mail: Christselca@verizon.net 
Web Site: http://www.christslutheran.com 

 

Church Officers: 
Mike Patterson, President (215) 266-1318 
Paul Gerhart, Jr., Vice Pres. (215) 536-4043 
Teresa Maute-Carr, Council Sec. (215) 534-0259 

Brian Fenstermacher, Treas. (215) 529-9118 
Joan Kratz, Financial Sec. (267) 249-8153 
Rev. Susan Lang, Pastor (215) 872-7360 
 

Committee Chairpersons: 
 

INREACH: 
 Communications 
  Erika Krauthauser (267) 772-0378 
 Finance Committee 
  Cindy Fenstermacher (215) 529-9118 
 Memorial Garden 
  Bob Hosier (610) 346-6608 
 Mutual Ministry 
  Amy Ruscavage (267) 374-0541 
 Property Committee 
  Brian Fenstermacher (215) 529-9118 
 Stewardship Committee 
  Amy Ruscavage (267) 374-0541 
 

OUTREACH: 
 Evangelism Committee  
  Nicole DeReiter (484) 951-4705 
 Parish Life Committee 
  Volunteer Needed! 
 Social Ministry Committee 
  Gary Nace (215) 536-7152 
 

UPREACH: 
 Bells of Blessings 
  Volunteer Needed! 
 Worship & Music 
  Linda Niemenski (215) 536-1158 
 Christian Education 
  Volunteer Needed! 
 Youth Ministry 
  Heather Gendeloff (267) 933-7180 

Dear Friends, 
 

Thank you for the  
unexpected Christmas 
gift. It is greatly  
appreciated. We have certainly 
walked an unusual path during this 
pandemic interim time. My prayers 
continue for all of us as we journey 
into the new year. 
 

Blessings and gratitude, 
Pastor Sue 
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Leave your Check-

book at home.    
We now accept electronic donations! 

EFT (Checking/Savings)  

Credit/Debit Card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A Simple, Generous Choice 
Electronic giving is a convenient way to  

provide consistent financial support to 

our church.  For more information, 

please speak with Brian Fenstermacher. 
 

Participate Today! 

The Poinsettias  
are given to the Glory of God  

by the following people… 
 

Gary Atherholt in loving memory of his parents,  
 Harold & Mary Atherholt  
 and his sister, Sylvia 
 

Alexis Griffith in loving memory of her grandfathers, 
 Harry Griffith Sr. and Clyde Keller 
Alexis Griffith in loving honor of her grandmothers,  
 Marie Griffith and Patricia Keller 
 

Judy Stauffer in loving memory of her husband, 
 Glenn  
Judy Stauffer in loving memory of Loved Ones 
Judy Stauffer in loving honor of her son & family:  
 Gary, Deborah, Cole & Elise 
Judy Stauffer in loving honor of her son & family:  
 Daniel, Traci, Tobin, Jacob, Elliot & Olivia 

The Poinsettia Basket is given to  
the Glory of God by Cindy & David Salatino in loving 

memory of Cindy’s family, 
Bertha, Fred & David Kugler, 

and David’s father, Leo Salatino. 
 

The Christmas Tree is given to  
the Glory of God by Denise & Scott Heckler in loving 

memory of their parents,  
Roy & Lillian Fox, 

Lorraine Heckler & Ken Heckler 
 

In Lieu of Flowers,  
the following Gifts were given 

 

Memorial Fund 
Linda & Dean Niemenski in loving  
 memory of her mother, Hilda Deily 
 

Deficit Reduction Fund 
Frank & Susan Trainer in loving honor  
 of everyone who during this time of  
 Pastoral transition and Covid pandemic 
 are keeping the Lord’s work alive at 
 Christ’s Lutheran 
 

FEAST Pantry Donation 
Frank & Susan Trainer  
 in loving memory of Kevin Nace 

 

Thanks to all of you for your generous donations! 

A New Year’s Prayer 
 

May God make your year  
a happy one! 

Not by shielding you  
from all sorrows and pain, 

but by strengthening you to bear it,  
as it comes; 

 

Not by making your path easy, but  
by making you sturdy to travel any path; 

 

Not by taking hardships from you, 
but by taking fear from your heart; 

 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
but by keeping your face bright, 

even in the shadows;  
 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 
but by showing you 

when people and their causes need you 
most, and by making you anxious  

to be there and help. 
 

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you 
for the year ahead. 

 

~ Author unknown ~ 

http://www.bing.com/images/results.aspx?q=checkbook&form=MSNH14&pq=checkbook&sc=8-9&sp=-1&qs=n&sk=
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=online+giving&FORM=HDRSC2


We gather to WORSHIP God, EQUIP people with a faith that works in everyday life,  
and to SERVE & WELCOME all with God’s grace. 
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Table Grace 
(Tune: M*A*S*H Theme) 

 

Be present at our table Lord 
Be here and everywhere adored 

These mercies bless 
and grant that we 
may strengthened 
for thy service be 

 

The church office 
will be closed for  

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day on 

Monday, Jan. 18
th

 

 

February 
Newsletter Deadline is 
Sunday, January 17th 

Snow Shoveling  
Volunteers Needed! 

     If you are able to help shovel  
the apron by the front doors of the  
church and the sidewalks, please  
sign up on Sign-Up Genius and  
just come help when it snows! 
 

       Thanks for  
       your help! 


