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January 8th 
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January 21st at 5:30pm 

 

 Game Night on Sat., 
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 Snow Tubing at Bear 
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A newsletter for the friends and family of Christ’s Ev. Lutheran Church January 2017 

Merry Christmas & Happy Epiphany! 

Christmas trees are a sign of God’s everlasting, 
evergreen presence.  They are also a sign of 
God’s reign in heaven, sheltering the creatures of 
the earth under its open arms.  Germany is  
credited with starting the Christmas tree tradition, 
as we now know it, when, in the 16th century 
devout Christians brought decorated trees into 
their homes.  The trees were originally decorated 
with apples or other fruit to represent the Tree of 
Knowledge in the Garden of Eden. 
 

In John 8:12 we read:  “Again Jesus spoke to 
them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world.  
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness 
but will have the light of life.’”  It’s a widely held 
belief that Martin Luther, the founder of our 
denomination, first added lighted candles to a tree.  
Walking toward his home one winter evening, 
composing a sermon, he was awed by the  
brilliance of stars twinkling amidst evergreens.  To 
recapture the scene for his family, he erected a 
tree in the main room and wired its branches with 
lighted candles.   
 

Most 19th century Americans found Christmas 
trees an oddity.  German settlers of Pennsylvania 
are noted for displaying the first Christmas trees in 
America, as early as 1747.  By the 1890’s 
Christmas ornaments were arriving from Germany 
and Christmas tree popularity was on the rise 
around the United States.   
 

Christmas began on December 25th and lasts for 
12 days, until January 5th.  On January 6th,  
Christians celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord; a 
commemoration of the coming of the Magi (the 
Wise Men).  Epiphany means “manifestation” or 
an experience of sudden and striking realization or 
understanding.  The Magi followed a star to find 
the infant king and when they arrived, they offered 

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us 

now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your 

glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  (Prayer of the day for Epiphany) 

gifts: gold, a precious metal and a very valuable 
commodity reserved for kings; frankincense, 
burned in worship as a pleasant offering to God; 
and myrrh, an oil used at the time of death as well 
as for anointing priests. By their gifts, the wise 
men reveal the identity of this child: the king  
before whom nations will bow, the anointed high 
priest of God, and the suffering servant who will 
die for the ones he has come to serve.  In Jesus, 
God chooses to reveal God’s love and mercy by 
taking human form.  On Epiphany, we celebrate 
that God’s mercy is wider and deeper than we 
imagined and includes ALL people — rich or poor, 
Gentile or Jew, gay or straight, male or female — 
and all nations. 
 

This Epiphany, January 6, 2017, our church and 
the Trumbauersville Fire Company are hosting a 
Christmas Tree Bonfire at 6:30pm in the field  
behind the fire house.  Everyone is invited to bring 
their Trees to add to the bonfire.  (Trees can be 
dropped off in the field before the event.)  Hot 
chocolate and hot dogs will be provided.  Join us 
as we celebrate the Epiphany of our Lord by  
lighting a fire and rejoicing in the true light of the 
world – Jesus Christ, the light that will never be 
darkened or diminished. 
 

Your sister in Christ, 
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MONTHLY  
 

November Offerings 

(and other income) $7,938.53 
November Expenses $11,673.37 
     SHORTFALL  (—) $3,734.84 
 

YEAR TO DATE 

 Income $96,001. 
 Expenses $128,415. 
     SHORTFALL  (—) $32,414. 
 

Yours in Christ,  

Brian Fenstermacher 
 Treasurer 

Financial Report 
November Statistics 

The INreach Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, January 10th at 8:00pm. 

All interested folks are invited to attend! 

Memorial 

Garden 

Leave your Checkbook 

at home.    
We now accept electronic donations! 

EFT (Checking/Savings) Credit/Debit Card 

A Simple, Generous Choice 
Electronic giving is a convenient way to  

provide consistent financial support to our 

church.  Forms are available on the rack in 

the narthex.  For more information, please 

speak with Brian Fenstermacher. 
 

Participate Today! 

2017 Offering 

Envelopes 
 

The offering envelopes for 2017 are now 
available for pickup in the narthex.  
Please stop by and pick them up!         
 

 Also, if you can help deliver any, we’d  
appreciate it!  It would help to save on postage! 

Thanks! 

Annual Congregational  
Meeting 

Sunday, February 5, 2017 
10:15am 

 

     Our annual congregational meeting will take place on Sunday,  
February 5th following worship.  We will hear the year-end reports of 
each committee and discuss other important business.   

Please mark your calendars and join us! 

A Note from the 

Financial Secretary 
 

     Please help defray the cost of postage by picking 

up your 2016 Giving Statement in the Narthex. The 

giving statements will be ready and in the Narthex by 

Sunday, January 29th.   

     If you have any questions about your statement, 

please contact me by calling me at 267-249-8153. 
 

Thanks, Joan Kratz 

New Back Door 

Thanks! 
 

The exterior door in the back hallway 
was replaced.  Thanks to Brian  
Fenstermacher for doing the actual  
installation of the door with the help of 
John Daley.  Thanks also to those who 
helped pay for the door: Bob & Betty 
Christian, Ron & Kim Mallery, and Dean 
& Linda Niemenski. 
 

We are blessed by the generosity of these members 
who willingly gave of their time, talents, and treasures! 

http://www.bing.com/images/results.aspx?q=checkbook&form=MSNH14&pq=checkbook&sc=8-9&sp=-1&qs=n&sk=
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=online+giving&FORM=HDRSC2
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GIANT GIFT CARDS 

Cash for Causes 
 

Thanks to all who participated in our Giant 
Gift Card Program.  All monies received 

through this program benefit our social ministry  
projects.  The purchaser receives the FULL value of the 
gift card and the church receives 5%!  Money is due  
upon receipt of the gift card.  A sign-up sheet is posted 
on the Narthex bulletin board. 

For more information, speak with Deb Nace. 

The OUTreach Committee will meet on 
Tuesday, January 10th at 7:00pm. 

All interested folks are invited to attend! 

Parish 

Life 

Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Trumbauersville 

 Evangelism 
The Committee on Evangelism, . . . shall try to restore 
those who have lapsed from active membership, bring 
new members into the fellowship of the church, and 
recruit, equip, & support members of the congregation 
for these activities . . . 

 

 

 

 

Disturb Us, O Lord 
 

Disturb us, O Lord 
 when we are too well-pleased with ourselves  

 when our dreams have come true because we dreamed too little,  
 because we sailed too close to the shore. 

 

Disturb us, O Lord 
 when with the abundance of things we possess,  

 we have lost our thirst for the water of life  
 when, having fallen in love with time,  
 we have ceased to dream of eternity  

 and in our efforts to build a new earth,  
 we have allowed our vision of Heaven to grow dim. 

 

Stir us, O Lord 
 to dare more boldly, to venture into wider seas  

 where storms show Thy mastery,  
 where losing sight of land, we shall find the stars. 

 

In the name of Him who pushed back the horizons of our hopes  
 and invited the brave to follow.  

Amen. 
 

~Archbishop Desmond Tutu~ 
 

Your sister in Christ, 
Nicole DeReiter 

Angel Tree Thanks! 
 

     Social Ministry would like to 
thank everyone for donating gift 
certificates, gifts, and money for the 
families we adopted this Christmas.  

Because of your generosity, we were able to 
bless many local folks in need. 
     All of the families we helped were very 
thankful and touched that we would reach 
out to help them.  Thank you for helping 
make this Christmas a merry one for so 
many people! 

We are blessed to be a blessing! 

Friday, 

January 6th 

6:30pm 
 

(behind the 

Trumbauersville 

Fire Company 

Building) 
 

Everyone is invited 

to bring their Christmas Tree 

to throw on the Bonfire! 
(Trees may be dropped off ahead of time) 

 

Hot Dogs & Hot Chocolate 

will be provided. 
 

This event is sponsored by 

the Trumbauersville Fire Company & 

Christ’s Lutheran Church 
 

Help is needed to make & distribute 

Hot Chocolate & Hot Dogs. 

A sign-up sheet is posted. 
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Please Keep the Aluminum Cans 
coming! We have a bin outside 
the front church doors.  This  
money is used for miscellaneous 
property expenses! 

 

Thanks for your help! 
Bob Hosier 

SCHOOL NAME: Christ Ev. Lutheran Church School  
  ID # 26842 

 

Our Sunday School is participating in the Giant A+ 
School Rewards Program, a fundraising program that 
runs through March 2017.  We can earn CASH through 
this exciting program.  You can help! 
Log on to www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus and 
choose “Designate Your School” from the A+ menu to 
register your card online.  Then, each time you shop at 
Giant using your Bonus Card, you will earn CASH for 
our Sunday School!  We will receive a check at the end 
of the program.  Talk to Deb Nace with any questions. 

CHRISTMAS 
CARNIVAL THANKS 

 

Thanks to all who helped make our 
“fun station” at the  HUBBUB  
Christmas Carnival such a success! 
 

Thanks to all those who donated stuffed animals and 
prizes for our Lollipop Pull.  The kids LOVED them all! 
 

Thanks to John Patrick Daley, Joan Kratz, and Pastor 
Carolann who staffed OUR “fun station!” 
 

Thank you one and all!  The 100+ children in need 
who participated in this worthwhile event were VERY 
appreciative! 
 

This event is sponsored by Toys for Tots, Salvation  
Army, Quakertown Ministerium, and HUBBUB (Helping 

Upper Bucks Be Universally Better). 
 

Thank You Everyone! 

Quilters & 

STITCHES OF LOVE 
 

The Quilters and the Stitches of Love groups 

meet together!  They meet on the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month at 7pm.  They usually meet for 
about 1 to 2 hours at the most. 
 

Whether you like to quilt, knit, crochet, or sew, 
you are welcome!  Even if you don’t know how 

to do any of these things, but are willing to 
learn, you are welcome! 
 

ALL interested folks are welcome to join them 

no experience is necessary!   
 

The next Quilters & Stitches of Love gathering: 

Tuesday, February 14th at 7:00pm 

News! 
 

We are so thankful for everyone’s generosity!  
We were able to help all our clients as well as 
some veterans (thanks to Paul Gerhart, Jr.) with 
wonderful holiday meals!  The Trumbauersville 
Lions, the Milford Democrats, QUMC, as well as 
some individuals have been great partners in 
our efforts to feed the hungry in our community! 
 

Some of needed items include: 
 Hot Cereal Jelly Pancake Mix 
 Cold Cereal Juice Syrup 
 Applesauce Pasta Sauce Canned Tomatoes 
 Soups Side Dishes Canned Veggies 
 Crackers After School Snacks 
 Veg. Oil Olive Oil Canola Oil 
 Canned Meats Cleaning Products 
 Laundry Products Dish Detergent 

Paper Products (Napkins, Paper Towels, TP) 
 

Thank you! 
 

Deb Nace  
Social Ministry Chairperson 



 

 

2016 Average Sunday Worship Attendance 
 

 November 52 
 Year to date 44 

November 
Worship 
Statistics 

COFFEE HOUR 
Coffee Hour sponsors are needed for  

January 1, 15 & 29! 
Please sign-up if you can help!  For more information, 

please speak with June Grove or Ellen Brown. 
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The UPreach Committee will meet on 
Thursday, January 12th at 8:00pm. 

All interested folks are invited to attend! 

 Bulletin Sponsors  
are needed for 

January 15th & 29th 
Cost is $17.50 per week. 
Please help if you can. 

Flower Sponsor 
is Needed for 
January 29th 

Cost is $17.50 for 1 vase 
or $35 for both vases. 

Rejoice in the Lord Jar! 
 

Once again, we’re asking that every 
time something good happens in our 
church this year, write a note about it 
and put it in the jar!  Let’s celebrate 
all the good that God is doing! 
 

We’ll read the notes at the 
November 2017 congregational meeting! 

 

Rejoice in the Lord always and again I will say rejoice!  
(Philippians 4:4) 

Worship Assistant Training 
 

    We offer training on an as needed 
basis for all worship assistants.   
 

Worship Assistants includes: greeters, 
ushers, lectors, lay liturgists, altar 
guild, and communion assistants. 
 

     All those wishing to be trained or given a  
refresher for any of the above mentioned  
worship responsibilities should speak with  
Marguerite Wilkins. 

YOUTH GROUP 
Youth group is for anyone  in grades 6-12.  

Join us ! 
 

The following is planned: 
 

Sat., Jan. 7 12pm Worship Rehearsal 
Sun., Jan. 8 9am Youth-led Worship 

   &  Coffee Hour 

  4:30pm Confirmation Class 

Sun., Jan. 22 4:30pm Confirmation Class 

Wed., Jan. 25 7:00pm Planning Meeting 

Sun., Jan. 29 2-4pm Snow Tubing at Bear Creek ($30) 
  (1:30pm meet to Carpool) 
 

Sun., Feb. 5 9:00am Soup-er Bowl Sunday & Boy Scout Sunday 

Fri., Feb. 10-  Confirmation Retreat 
Sun., Feb. 12  at Crossroads Camp, NJ 

Sun., Feb. 12 4:30pm Confirmation Class 
Fri., Feb. 17 6:30pm Over Sixty Dinner Set-up 

Sat., Feb. 18 5:00pm Over Sixty Dinner (guests arrive at 6pm) 

Sun., Feb. 26 4:30pm Confirmation Class 
 

Wed., Mar. 1 7:00pm Ash Wednesday Worship  (Soup at 6pm) 
 

Join us and bring friends!  

All are welcome! 
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2017 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

& Committee Chairpersons! 
At the December 11, 2016 council meeting, the  

following folks were elected to serve as officers of 

our congregation & committee representatives: 

President:  Bob Hosier 

Vice President:  Susan Trainer 

Council Secretary:  Teresa Maute-Carr 

Treasurer:  Brian Fenstermacher  

Financial Secretary:  Joan Kratz  
 

Bells of Blessings:  Marguerite Wilkins 

Christian Education:  Gail Bambu 

Communications:  Erika Krauthauser 

Evangelism:  Nicole DeReiter 

Finance:  Susan Trainer 

Memorial Garden:  Bob Hosier 

Milestone Ministry:  Amy Ruscavage 

Mutual Ministry:  Bob Hosier 

Parish Life:  Ellen Brown 

Property:  Brian Fenstermacher 

Social Ministry:  Debbie Nace 

Stewardship:  Pam Hassler 

Worship & Music:  Marguerite Wilkins 

Youth Ministry:  John Daley 
 

We are so grateful for the willingness of these 

faithful members to serve the Lord in these 

leadership positions.  We pray that God will bless 

them in their work among us. 

Confirmation will be held on  
Sunday, Jan. 8th & 22nd  
at 4:30pm in the library. 

For more information,  
speak with Pastor Carolann. 

Soup-er Bowl Sunday 
February 5, 2017 

 

     Super Bowl Sunday is not only a day to gather 
with friends and family to cheer for our favorite team 
with plenty of food and drinks to enjoy.  It is also 
“Soup-er” Bowl Sunday, a day of caring and helping 
people in great need. 
 

     On February 5th, we will join with thousands of 
congregations of all denominations across the 
country in the “Soup-er” Bowl of Caring.  We will be 
collecting money that will be donated to our own 
F.E.A.S.T. Pantry. 
 

Please help tackle hunger in our own community! 

SOUP SUNDAY 

Feb. 5th 
 

     On Sunday, Feb. 5th  after the 
annual congregational meeting, we will 
gather for a meal of homemade soup & 
bread.  A sign-up sheet is posted on the  
narthex bulletin board for those who are 
able to make soup or bread.  You may also 
just sign up to attend this great meal. 

 

For more information, 
please speak with Ellen Brown. 

 
 

at Bear Creek 
Sunday,  

January 29th 

2:00pm-4:00pm 
We’ll meet at church to carpool at 1:30pm 

$30 per person 
All are welcome! 

Sign-up deadline is Jan. 22nd! 
 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the 
Youth Bulletin Board  

(above the water cooler) 
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BULLETIN SPONSORS 
 

Jan. 1 Pastor Carolann Hopcke in  
 loving honor of a faithful  
 Church Council 
 

Jan. 8 Christ’s Lutheran Church 
 Youth in   loving honor of a Supportive  
 Congregation 
 

Jan. 15 Sponsor Needed! 
 

Jan. 22 Jack & June Grove in loving honor of  
 their 56th Wedding Anniversary 
 

Jan. 29 Sponsor Needed! 

ALTAR FLOWER 
SPONSORS 

 

Jan. 1 Pastor Carolann Hopcke  
 in loving honor of her  
 co-workers, Cathy  Heller,  
 Alexis Griffith and  
 Steve & Jen  Latshaw 
 

Jan. 8 Christ’s Lutheran Church 
 Youth in   loving honor of a Supportive  
 Congregation 
 

Jan. 15 Linda & Dean Niemenski in loving honor  
 of their new grandchild 
 

Jan. 22 Jack & June Grove in loving honor of  
 their 56th Wedding Anniversary 
 

Jan. 29 Sponsor Needed! 

2017  

Flower & Bulletin 

Sponsors 
 

The new sign-up sheets are posted! 
 

The cost for sponsoring is as follows: 
 Bulletins: $17.50 per week 
 Flowers: $35.00* for both vases or 
  $17.50 for one vase. 
 

*If you’re the only sponsor for a Sunday, you are responsible 
for both vases.  A reminder will be sent on a monthly basis. 
 

Speak with Marguerite Wilkins  
about your questions and concerns. 

Christmas Program:  

Symbols 
of Christmas 

Sunday, 

January 8th 
9am 

 

     This will be a Christmas worship service  
offered by the church’s youth.  If you or your 
child would like to participate, please speak 
with Pastor Carolann.  The confirmation class 
will be taking the lead in this production, but 
we need ALL of the children to help! 

 

Rehearsal will be on Sat., Jan. 7th at 12pm 
 

Mark your calendars for January 8th! 

Worship & Music Christmas Thanks! 
 

THANKS to . . . 
 

Marguerite Wilkins for picking up all the 
Christmas poinsettias. 
 

Bernie Wilkins and Marguerite Wilkins for arranging all 
the beautiful poinsettias in the sanctuary. 
 

all of our office help: Ellen Brown, Alexis Griffith, Jack & 
June Grove, Phyllis Heckler, and Dean & Linda Niemenski.  
The bulletins looked great!  We’d be lost without all of 
you! 
 

Alexis Griffith & Marguerite Wilkins for faithfully watering 
the Christmas Tree. 
 

All the Advent Families: the DeReiter Family, the  
Mallery Family, the Wulffleff Family, and the Reiss Family. 
 

Our Christmas Choir: Gail Bambu, David Bantley, Alexis 
Griffith, Marie Griffith, Cathy Heller, Pastor Hopcke,  
Eugene Ortt, Mike Patterson, Lois Sweigart, Susan Trainer 
and Marguerite Wilkins.  You all sang so beautifully! 
 

Our Christmas Eve soloist, Alexis Griffith.  What a blessing 
you are to us! 
 

And finally, thanks to EVERYONE who helped to decorate 
the Church on Dec. 4th or by buying a Poinsettia and/or 
sponsoring a Christmas Angel; our worship was enhanced.  
We appreciate the love & care that went into all the 
decorating. 

Thank You one and all! 
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Dear Friends, 
 

     I would like to thank 
the congregation for the 
gift presented to me for 
Christmas. 
 

     I greatly appreciate your thoughtfulness.   
I want you to know how much I enjoy the 
fellowship we’ve shared over the years. 
 

     Thank you also to the Choir for the  
generous Christmas gift but, most of all, for 
the support, loyalty and commitment you 
have shown year after year. 

 

Sincerely, 
Cathy Heller 

Director of Music 

To my family at Christ’s Lutheran, 
 

   I want to thank you for the gift from 
the congregation for Christmas.  I am  
so grateful for your love and the  
ministry we share. 
 

   Thanks also to all who remembered 
me with touching cards and gifts.  
Please know that the greatest gift you 
give is your full participation in the 
mission and ministry of Jesus at 
Christ’s Lutheran Church. 
 

   During this Christmas season, the  
evidence of God’s love, demonstrated to 
us in the birth of Jesus Christ, was 
made real through you in so 
many wonderful ways. 
 

Thank you! 
In the name of Jesus, 

Pastor Carolann 

1st Bonnie Gendeloff 

3rd Pat DeReiter 

 Ruth Ann Kiesel 

6th Diane Karwowski 

7th Andrew Mashas 

10th Wieslawa Orlowski 

15th Deb Nace 

17th Joan Carr 

 

19th Erika Krauthauser 

 Stephen Spor 

21st Ron Reith 

23rd Elda Fox 

25th Wayne Reiss 

27th Shannon Keim 

 Bernadine Wilkins 

31st Jessica Orzel 

As 2016 comes to an end, it is time to think 
about resolutions for 2017. Please consider 
resolutions relating to your church family in 
any of the following ways: 

 making quilts, shawls and afghans 
 helping with the Flea Markets 
 donating to/helping with the F.E.A.S.T. 

Pantry 
 participating in or donating to the CROP 

Walk 
 helping with the Loaves and Fishes Free 

Community Meal 
 church lawn maintenance 
 join a committee for the church’s 250

th
 

Anniversary 
 helping with the summer movies 
 being a lector, lay liturgist or communion 

assistant 
 working at the Holiday Bazaar 
 being part of our Youth Ministry 
 singing in the choir and/bell choir 
 candy-making 

 

These are just a few suggestions of ways 
you can help our church and our  
community. All it takes is a little of your 
time. Your reward will be a great feeling of 
satisfaction that you are helping others. 

 

Best wishes for a happy, healthy 2017! 
Bob Hosier 

Coffee Hour Sponsors! 
 

Jan. 1 Sponsor Needed! 
 

Jan. 8 Youth Group 
 

Jan. 15 Sponsor Needed! 
 

Jan. 22 DiCarlantonio 
 

Jan. 29 Sponsor Needed! 
 

 

To sponsor a coffee hour means:  

set up, baking (or buying) goodies, 

and clean up.   
 

If you have any  questions, please ask 

Ellen Brown or June Grove. 



Church: 
Phone:  215-536-3193 

E-mail: Christselca@verizon.net 

   Web Site: http://www.christslutheran.com 
 

Church Officers: 
Bob Hosier, President (610) 346-6608 

Susan Trainer, Vice President (215) 538-1896 

Teresa Maute-Carr, Council Sec. (215) 534-0259 

Brian Fenstermacher, Treasurer (215) 529-9118 

Joan Kratz, Financial Sec. (267) 249-8153 

Rev. Carolann Hopcke, Pastor (215) 529-1473 
 

Committee Chairpersons: 
 

INREACH: 

 Communications 

  Erika Krauthauser (267) 772-0378 

 Finance Committee 

  Susan Trainer (215) 538-1896 

 Memorial Garden 

  Bob Hosier (610) 346-6608 

 Mutual Ministry 

  Bob Hosier (610) 346-6608 

 Property Committee 

  Brian Fenstermacher (215) 529-9118 

 Stewardship Committee 

  Pam Hassler (215) 536-3367 
 

OUTREACH: 

 Evangelism Committee  
  Nicole DeReiter (484) 951-4705 

 Parish Life Committee 

  Ellen Brown (215) 536-1213 

 Social Ministry Committee 

  Deb Nace (215) 536-7152 
 

UPREACH: 

 Bells of Blessings 

  Marguerite Wilkins (610) 838-7745 

 Christian Education 

  Gail Bambu (610) 691-3276 

 Milestone Ministry 

  Amy Ruscavage (215) 529-0595 

 Worship & Music Committee 

  Marguerite Wilkins (610) 838-7745 

 Youth Ministry 

  John Daley (215) 538-9227 
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Church Council 

Will MEET on 

Sunday,  

January 15th 

at 10:45am. 

The Installation of  
Church Council  

Members and officers 
will take place during 
worship on Sunday, 
Feb. 5th at 9:00am 

Snow Shoveling 
Volunteers Needed! 

 

If you are able to help shovel the 
apron by the front doors of the church 
and the sidewalks, please sign up on 

the Narthex bulletin board.   
Again, if you are willing and able to help, simply 
sign up and you will be called when needed!   

Thanks for your help! 
Brian Fenstermacher 

Property Chairperson 

2017 
Meeting Schedule 

Council will meet  
on the following  

Sundays at 10:45am: 
 

January 15th 

February 12th 

March 12th 

April 23rd 

May 21st 

June 11th 

July 9th (If needed) 
August 13th 

September 10th 

October 15th 

November 12th 

December 10th 

PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
Marlene Badman Dorothy Brinkman Jennifer Brown 

Joanne Cardine Evelyn Carlson Pete Cortazzo 

Holly Cossman Karen Crouthamel Debbie Dawson 

Hilda Deily Gail DeReiter Dorothy Florkowski 

Jessie Fluck Lester Fox Evelyn Gerhart 

Paul Gerhart, Sr. Bob Gleason Clyde Griffin 

Vicky Griffin Derek Heller Ben Hellerman 

Nancy Hepler Maddux Hinkle Giada Hosier 

Jesy Hosier Joan Troy Kaminski, Jr. 

Tom Keefer Kim Mallery Connie Marks 

Theo Mashas Betty Nace Gary Nace 

Robin O’Brien Walter Orlowski Christy Phillips 

Annabelle Reith George Roberts Mary Roberts 

Miriam Rumberger Jillian Ruscavage Miriam Schaub 

Edith Sigmans John Sigmans Alisha Smith 

Pr. Bill Vanderslice Von Voulker Ron W.  

Dorothy Watts Bob Wilkins 

Families of Denise Detweiler, Betty Ross & Eugenia Kozikowska 

People will remain on the prayer list for a month. Please notify the church office if  

someone needs to be included beyond that time.  It’s helpful to use prayer list forms. 

Our Military Personnel: 
 

Nicholas Bitting, Adam Cartright, Zachary Gerhart, 

Josh McCarty, Elliot Stauffer, Tobin Stauffer,  

Christine Taylor, and Matt Toft 
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Bible Quiz 
 

In Matthew 13,  
to what does Jesus 
compare the  
kingdom of  
heaven?  
 

A. A farmer sowing seed  
B. A mustard seed  
C. Yeast  
D. Hidden treasure  
E. A merchant who finds a pearl  
F. A fishing net  
G. All of the above  

Please make the following 
update to your church  
directory… 
 

Darwin & Evelyn Gerhart 
333 So. 10

th
 Street 

Quakertown, PA  18951 
215-538-7349    darwin.gerhart@gmail.com 
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Quakertown Ministerium 

FREE Community Dinner 
January 5th at 5:45pm 

(Doors open at 5:15pm - 1st Thursday of each month) 

at 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
102 No. Hellertown Ave., Quakertown 

 

All are welcome! 

 
 
 

 

Meets Monday, Feb.  27th at 
Trinity Lutheran Church, Quakertown  

beginning at 7pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emma’s Popcorn Fundraiser! 
 

Thanks to all who supported our 
Emma’s Gourmet Popcorn fundraiser! 

We sold 61 items & raised over $200! 
We can’t thank you enough! 
I’m sure we’ll do this again! 

Over Sixty Dinner 
Sat., Feb. 18th 

6pm 
 

Once again, the Youth Group is inviting all 
those who will admit to being over 60 years 

of age to a dinner in their honor.  Following dinner, the youth 
will offer some entertainment!  This will take place in our  
fellowship hall at 6pm, followed by entertainment at 7pm with 
some time for fellowship. 
 

There is a sign-up sheet for all those interested, or you may  
reserve a place at the dinner by calling the church office at  
215-536-3193.   
 

For more information or if you would like to help with the 
dinner, please speak with Pastor Carolann. 

 

We hope to see you on Feb. 18th! 

Holiday Dinner at 

North Penn Gun Club 

January 15th at 4pm 
 

The OUTreach Committee has planned a 

Holiday Dinner at the North Penn Gun 

Club on Tollgate Road for Sunday, Jan. 15th at 4:00pm.  

The cost is $25 per adult & $10 per child (12 & under).  

The cost includes house salad, entrée, rolls & butter, dessert, 

coffee or hot tea, and tip. 

Alcohol is available for purchase on an individual basis.    

A sign-up sheet is posted on the Narthex bulletin board. 
 

Entrée Choices: 

NY Strip Steak (w/ twice baked potato & vegetable) 

Scallops wrapped in bacon 

(w/ twice baked potato & vegetable) 

Chicken Marsala over Penne Pasta 
 

Children’s Choice: 

Chicken Fingers & Fries 
 

Please join us & bring family & friends! 

For more information, please speak with Linda Niemenski. 

Transcendent 
by Katelyn Detweiler 

 

January Book Club Book 
(Books are available for $8.) 

We’ll meet on Tuesdays at 7:30pm 
beginning January 17th. 

 

     When terrorists bomb Disney World, seventeen-year-old Iris 
Spero is as horrified as anyone else. Then a stranger shows up on 
her stoop in Brooklyn, revealing a secret about the mysterious  
circumstances surrounding Iris’s birth, and throwing her entire 
identity into question. Everything she thought she knew about her 
parents, and about herself, is a lie.  
     Suddenly, the press is confronting Iris with the wild notion that 
she might be “special.” More than just special: she could be the 
miracle the world now so desperately needs. Families all across 
the grieving nation are pinning their hopes on Iris like she is some 
kind of saint or savior. She’s no longer sure whom she can trust—
except for Zane, a homeless boy who long ago abandoned any kind 
of hope. She knows she can’t possibly be the glorified person  
everyone wants her to be… but she also can’t go back to being 
safe and anonymous. When nobody knows her but they all want a 
piece of her, who is Iris Spero now?  And how can she — one 
teenage girl — possibly heal a broken world? 

 

This is a sequel to Immaculate that we read  in June 2016 
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Bells of  Blessings Choir 
will be play in Church on 

February 26th! 
 

     All are invited to join us!  We usually practice for 
several Mondays before we play in Church.   

For more information, 
speak with Marguerite Wilkins or Cathy Heller. 

2017 Drive-In Movies 
    It’s never too early to start 
thinking about next year’s movie 
list!  We are compiling the list of 
movies to choose from on the dry 
erase board in the church library.  
As you see or think of movies that might be good 
for us to show next summer, add the movie title to 
the list!  Thanks for the help! 

 

The Evangelism Committee 

Join us for 

a Potluck & Games  

on Saturday, 

January 21st 
(Snow Date: January 28th) 

 

The Potluck Supper begins at 5:30pm 
with games to follow at 6:30pm. 

All are welcome! 

I am your Church Envelope 
 

I would like to talk with you, 
for I am part of your church life. 

 

I may be a complete stranger to you, 
  but I can help you be a better Christian. 

 

I like to go to worship on Sunday, 
 for I help you to be Christ’s partner. 
 

I am very small, 
 but I am the keystone of your 
church program. 
 

I am a weekly reminder 
 of your daily blessings. 
 

I dare you to be as good to God 
 as he has been to you. 
 

I am only paper,  
 but I carry the full gift of a generous heart. 
 

I am the only pocketbook you need on Sunday, 
 and I promise not to be a burden. 
 

I am your chance to preach, 
 for I am a silent sermon of your devotion. 
 

2017 offering envelopes are available in the narthex! 

We offer our thanks to everyone who has agreed to be 

interviewed as well as all the interviewers in the past.  

We appreciate getting to know some of our brothers 

and sisters in Christ! 
 

We are always in need of folks to interview someone 

from the congregation and write it up for the monthly 

Chronicles.  If you are interested, please speak with 

Erika Krauthauser.  There is a sign-up sheet for those 

who would like to do the interviews.  You may also 

sign up if you would like to be interviewed!  Please 

consider helping out in this way. 

 

 

January 18-25, 2017 
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The Jr. Girl Scout Troop  
meets at our church 

on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday nights at 
6:30pm in the fellowship hall. 

The Girl Scouts meet 
at our church on 
Monday nights  

at 7pm. 

A New Year’s Prayer 
 

May God make your year 
a happy one! 

Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 
but by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 

 

Not by making your path easy, 
but by making you sturdy to travel any path; 

 

Not by taking hardships from you, 
but by taking fear from your heart; 

 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
but by keeping your face bright, 

even in the shadows;  
 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 
but by showing you 

when people and their causes need you most,  
and by making you anxious to be there and help. 

 

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you 
for the year ahead. 

 

~ Author unknown ~ 

YOUTH 

Mission 

Trip 
 

Planning Meeting on 

Sunday, January 22nd  

at 6pm 

If you’re interested in going on the 

mission trip to Tennessee this summer, 

join us as we set the date, talk about 

details, etc. 

For more information, talk to pastor. 

SCRAPBOOKING 
MEETING 
Jan. 22nd 
10:30am 

 

Scrapbookers are needed to help put together a 
scrapbook for the church’s 250th Anniversary.   
Please join us as we meet to talk about how we 
might complete this important project! 

 

For more information,  
please speak with Erika Krauthauser 

(267-772-0378) 
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The Poinsettias  

are given to the Glory of God  

by the following people… 
 

Gary Atherholt in loving memory of his parents,   
 Harold & Mary Atherholt 
Gail & Richard Bambu in loving memory of Gail’s mother, 
 Doris Ford, and Richard’s parents, 
 Emery & Anne Bambu 
Marilyn J. Bobb in loving memory of her father, 
 C. Wallace Bobb, and Loved Ones 
Marilyn J. Bobb in loving honor of her nieces,  
 Elliot Jane Henry and Wesley Henry 
Carol Detweiler in loving honor of her mother, Linda Dressic  
Carol Detweiler in loving memory of her father, Paul Dressic, 
 and Tom’s mother, Marlene Karwowski 
Pastor Carolann Hopcke in loving memory of her parents, 
 Henry & Gloria Hopcke, and grandparents, 
 Lena & Frank Drusback & Emma & Henry Hopcke, Sr. 
Pastor Carolann Hopcke in loving memory of her friend,  
 Esther Myers 
Arleen Leh in loving honor of her daughter, Alison, grandson,  
 Troy Kaminski, Jr., and husband, Jeff 
Betty Nace in loving memory of her husband, Orvis  
Betty Nace in loving honor of her children, Gary & Debbie, 
 and Kevin & Chrissy, and grandchildren, Eric & Liane  
 Reiss, Tammy & Sean Cole, Trevor & Katie Nace, and  
 Travis & Helen Nace, and great-grandchildren, 
 Paige & Grady Reiss, Colin, Justin & Ryan Cole, and  
 Miles Nace,  
Mike Patterson in loving honor of his daughter, Taylor,  
 and son, Colin 
The Eric Reiss Family in loving memory of his mother,  
 Linda Reiss 
Eric & Liane Reiss in loving honor of their children, 
 Paige & Grady 
Amy & John Ruscavage in loving honor of their daughter,  
 Jillian and son, Joel 
Debbie & Chuck Roberts in loving honor of their parents, 
 George & Mary 
Mary & George Roberts in loving honor of their children,  
 Chuck & Debbie 
Judy Stauffer in loving memory of her husband, Glenn, and  
 Loved Ones 
Judy Stauffer in loving honor of her sons & their families: 
 Gary, Deborah, Cole & Elise and Daniel, Traci, Tobin, 
 Jacob, Elliot & Olivia 
Bob & Bernie Wilkins in loving honor of their daughter, 
 Marguerite Wilkins’ birthday 
Marguerite Wilkins in loving honor of her parents,  
 Bob & Bernie Wilkins 

In Lieu of Flowers, 

the following Gifts were given 
 

Bells of Blessings Maintenance Fund 

 Becky & Paul Gerhart, Jr. in loving honor of his parents,  
  Evelyn & Paul Gerhart, Sr. 
 

Deficit Reduction Fund 

 Becky & Paul Gerhart, Jr. in loving honor of their  
  daughter, Samantha Gerhart 
 Phyllis Heckler in loving memory of her husband,  
  Ken Heckler 
 Dean & Linda Niemenski in loving memory of  
  Ken Heckler and Bob Meissner 
 Dean & Linda Niemenski in loving honor of their  
  grandchildren, Ben & Sydney Christopher 
  and Sloane Berton 
 Amy & John Ruscavage in loving honor of their children,  
  Jillian & Joel 
 

Memorial Fund 

 Phyllis Heckler in loving memory of Bob Meissner 
 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

 Col. & Mrs. John E. Grove in loving honor of their 
  9 Grandchildren 
 Phyllis Heckler in loving memory of her  friend,  
  Linda Simkanin 
 

The Poinsettia Basket is given to the Glory of God by 
Cindy & David Salatino in loving memory of Cindy’s family, 

Bertha, Fred & David Kugler 
and David’s father, Leo Salatino 

 

The Christmas Tree is given to the Glory of God 
by the Fox Family  in loving memory of their par-

ents, Roy & Lillian Fox. 
 

Thanks to all of you for your generous donations! 

 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday, January 22nd 
Michael Alan DiCarlantonio 

will be baptized in the name of 

the Father,  Son & Holy Spirit.  
Help us welcome our new brother in Christ! 
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Wednesday, January 25th 

at 7pm 
 

We will be planning events for the rest of  

the school year!  Join us & help us plan! 

The following people made  
donations to our Memorial Fund 

in  loving memory of ... 
 

Ken Heckler 
Bob & Betty Christian 

 

The total amount received in loving 
memory of Ken is $425. 

EASTER CANDY SALE 

NEWS 
 

The Easter Candy Sale will be here 
before we know it!  It’s scheduled 
for Saturday, April 8th! 
 

If you’re able to help make candy, sell candy or 
buy candy, please see the sign-up sheets on the 
narthex bulletin board. 
 

There will be a candy planning meeting on 
Wednesday, January 11th at 1:30pm.  We’ll set 
the candy making schedule at this meeting. 
 

Presale forms will be available soon! 
For more information, speak with Pastor. 

We offer our 

heartfelt thanks to: 

Brian Fenstermacher & 

John Daley for replacing 

sanctuary lightbulbs in 

time for Christmas! 

Phyllis Heckler for donating and replacing the 

arm rest for the church office desk chair.  What 

a difference it makes! 

Thanks you one and all! 

January Choir 
Practice 
Thursday, 

January 12th 
6:45pm 

 

Please join us! 
Everyone is welcome! 

 

For more information, 
speak with Cathy Heller 

Congratulations Pastor Carolann Hopcke 
on being elected Dean of 

the Upper Bucks Conference! 

The Upper Bucks Conference is sponsoring 

a Learning Event on Stewardship 

on Saturday, Jan. 28th 

at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 

Perkasie from 9am to 3pm. 

All are welcome! 

Dear Friends, 
     My “thank you” seems so small  
compared to all everyone has done, but 
it comes from my heart. 

Prayer lifts us up,  
lights our path,  

smooths the journey,  
and sees us through  

all the difficult times in our lives. 
     Your prayers and thoughtful kindness made Bob and I 
very grateful that we were/are part of Christ’s Lutheran 
Church.  You were and continue to be a great comfort to me. 
     Thank you again for your calls, cards, and prayers. 

 

Your sister in Christ, 
Ellen Brown 



We gather to WORSHIP God, EQUIP people with a faith that works in everyday life,  

and to SERVE & WELCOME all with God’s grace. 
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February Newsletter  
Deadline is 

Sunday, Jan. 15th 

Table Grace 
(Tune: M*A*S*H Theme) 

 

Be present at our table Lord 

Be here and everywhere adored 

These mercies bless 

and grant that we 

may strengthened 

for thy service be 

Thanks Gary Nace! 
 

We offer our yummy thanks to Gary Nace, 
our generous church farmer!  Gary has 
shared the wealth of his crops throughout 
the summer and well into the 
fall.  We are blessed by your 
willingness to share your  
delicious bounty with us! 

 

                                                   Thank you Gary! 

Worship Cancellation 
We are registered with 

Channel 69! 
You can check for worship cancellations 

due to inclement weather on 
Channel 69 WFMZ-TV (Comcast Channel 15) 

or www.wfmz.com 

The church office 
will be closed for  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
on 

Monday, Jan. 16
th

 


