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December 2020 

Advent: Hope, Love, Joy and Peace 

The light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  

(John 1:5) 
 

I was on a Zoom call this afternoon and we 
were asked what we were looking forward 
to as the year drew to an end. Nearly  
everyone listed a wide range of  medical 
conditions for themselves and family  
members that they couldn’t wait to leave 
behind. Thankfully no one listed Covid as a  
concern that directly touched their imme-
diate families but there was a long list of  
some pretty tough situations. (After all, 
Covid has affected all of  us indirectly 
through school and business closings and 
gathering size limitations. And it’s not  
going away anytime soon.)  
 

We all agreed that seeing the year end was 
the best thing that could happen. That was 
the overwhelming desire. Adios 2020! 
 

Advent ushers in a new year and a new 
hope. It a reminder that Jesus has both  
already come at Christmas in the manger 
and is coming again at a time which we do 
not know. It’s a countdown to Christmas 
and to the ultimate promise of  Jesus’  
second coming. It is a season full of  hope, 
love, joy and peace.  These are the meanings 
frequently assigned to the four Advent  
candles. They are a reminder that no matter 
what we go through, God is present with us 
through the Son of  God, Jesus.  In Advent, 
Jesus represents all of  those things to us: 
hope, love, joy and peace.  
 

Isn’t that what we long for right now, in 
this very moment? Isn’t that what we  
desperately need? 
 

For the past thirty-nine years of  our  
marriage, Tom and I have always had an 
Advent wreath. We’ll have one again this 
year. Just the other day I ordered candles 
so we’d have them ready and set up for 
November 29th.  They are here and  
waiting for me to bring the wreath into 
the house. As we light the candles, they 
slowly add more light to the darkness. 
They are a reminder that Jesus, himself, is 
our one and only true light that shines in 
the midst of  all of  the darkness of  our 
lives. 
 

We are not left in that darkness. We are 
not alone at any time in our lives. This 
was the ultimate promise made through 
the incarnation of  Jesus, the Son of  God. 
So, light your candles and celebrate! God 
is with us, always.  Alleluia!  
 

Blessings for the Journey, 

Pastor Sue Lang 
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MONTHLY  
 

October Offerings 

(and other income) $6,046.51 
October Expenses $9,408.12 
     SHORTFALL  (—) $3,361.61 
 

YEAR TO DATE 

 Income $80,183. 
 Expenses $101,272. 
     SHORTFALL  (—) $21,089. 
 

Yours in Christ,  

Brian Fenstermacher 
Treasurer 

Financial Report 
October Statistics 

The INreach Committee will meet on 
Sunday November 29th  

at 10:30am on Zoom. 
All interested folks are invited to attend! 

Memorial 
Garden 

RECYCLING 
Please Keep the Aluminum Cans 
coming!  Please rinse the cans first!  
We have a bin outside by the shed 
This money is used to buy gas and 

for property expenses! 
Thanks for your help! 

Bob Hosier 

A Note from  
the Financial Secretary 

 

All contributions for the 2020 
tax year must be given to the church by  
Sunday, December 27th.  Contributions  
received after this date cannot be attributed 
to the 2020 year. 
 

     Any contributions received after this date 
will be listed on your 2021 Giving Statement. 
 

Thanks, Joan Kratz 

  

Remember Your Church 
 in your Estate Planning 

 

Christ’s Lutheran has been blessed with many  
financial contributions over the years, both large and 
small.  As you know, any amount helps to further the 
ministry of God’s church. 
 

In your estate planning, have you thought about  
leaving an endowment or other offering to your 
church?  These gifts help to carry on the ministry of 
the gospel in our community.  Why not add your 
name to the list of faithful witnesses who  
remembered the church before you?  Because of  
generous saints, our church has been sharing God’s 
love and grace for over 250 years! 
 

Think about how much a gift to the church would 
mean to you, your family, and the Christ’s Lutheran  
Community. 
 

For more information,  
contact Brian Fenstermacher or Joan Kratz. 

Looking for the  
perfect Christmas Gift? 

 

Give the gift that keeps on giving.   
Honor a loved one with a brick in 
the Memorial Garden.  The cost of 

the bricks are $75 for a 6x6” or $100 for a 6x9”.  
A symbol may be added for $10 per brick. 
 

Order forms are available through 
the Church Office.   

 

For more information, speak with 
Bob Hosier. 

2021 Offering 

Envelopes 
 

The offering envelopes for 2021 
will soon be available for pickup. 
 

Please keep an eye out in the 
weekly In the Interim for pick-up  
information. 
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News! 
 

In October we served 130 Households: 
121 Children, 165 Adults, 97 Seniors.  During 
the month we also received a total of 5,635 
pounds of donations! The Pantry is grateful for 
anything – shopping for myself I know 
firsthand the shelves are becoming bare again! 
 
 

During Advent, the Social Ministry Committee 
is encouraging folks to do the “Reverse  

Advent Calendar that’s included in this  
newsletter.  To participate, simply find an 
empty box and fill it with the items listed on 
the calendar (other items may be substituted).  
Full boxes may be brought to church on 
Christmas Eve or anytime after Christmas.  
Please make sure the dates on the food are 
good, we cannot give away out of date foods.  
Thank you for your continued support! 

 

May you all have a blessed Christmas! 
Gary Nace 

Social Ministry Chairperson 
& Pantry Coordinator 

The OUTreach Committee will meet on 
Sunday November 29th  

at 10:30am on Zoom. 
All interested folks are invited to attend! 

Parish 

Life 

 

 
Quakertown Ministerium 

FREE Community  

Take-out Dinner 
December 3rd at 5:45pm 

(1st Thursday of each month) 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
102 No. Hellertown Ave., Quakertown 

 
 

 
How About You? 

by Mrs. Paul Leak 
 

Are you an active member, the kind that’s liked so well; 
or are you just contented, with a button on your lapel? 
Do you attend meetings and mingle with the flock; or do 
you stay at home and criticize and knock? Do you take an 
active part to help the work along, or are you satisfied to 
be the king that just belongs? Do you push the cause 
along and make things really tick; or leave the work to 
just a few and talk about the clique? Come to meetings 
often, and help with hand an heart; don’t be just a  
member, but take an active part. 

 

Your sister in Christ, 
Nicole DeReiter, Evangelism Chairperson 

 Evangelism 
The Committee on Evangelism, . . . shall try to restore those 
who have lapsed from active membership, bring new  
members into the fellowship of the church, and recruit, equip, 
& support members of the congregation for these activities . . . 

Thanksgiving Gift Cards 
 

Thank you to all who helped either 
financially or by donating  
nonperishable items for this  

Thanksgiving season.   We helped over 60 families 
for the holiday.  All families received a Grocery 
Outlet gift card to purchase their turkey or meat.  A 
special thank you to the Grocery Outlet in  
Quakertown – they donated approximately half of 
the gift cards. 

 

We are truly blessed! 



Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Trumbauersville Page 4 

The UPreach Committee will meet on 
Thursday, January 14th  

at 7:00pm on Zoom. 
All interested folks are invited to attend! 

 

 
   2020 Average Sunday  
     Worship Attendance 
 

 October 15 
 Year to date 31 
 

# of folks who attended  
worship in October:  29 

2021 

Flower & Bulletin 

Sponsors 
The new sign-up sheets are  
posted on Sign-up Genius! 

 

The cost for sponsoring is as follows: 
 Bulletins: $15.00 per week 
 Flowers: $15.00 for both vases 
 

*prices only apply if we are worshipping in person 

 

 

 
Thank you to the Griffith Family 
for volunteering to decorate the Church for 
Christmas and the Niemenski’s for getting  
everything ready to decorate.   

The Sanctuary looks beautiful! 

Book Club Meetings 
 

The book club will be taking a 

break for the holidays and will 
resume meetings in January.  The 

book club is always looking for new members 

and even have a Facebook Group page! They 
typically meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of 
the month at 7:30pm.   
 

If you are interested in joining us  
for discussion and laughter,  

please contact Teresa Maute-Carr. 

Worship Update 
 

Due to the new pandemic  
restrictions and under the  

advice of Bishop Davenport we will not be 
holding in person worship during Advent. We 
will continue to hold worship on Facebook Live. 
Council will discuss Christmas and the following 
Sundays at their December meeting on  
December 6th. 
 

Please keep an eye out in your email every 
week for information on how to join us or  
contact the office.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sun., Dec. 6 Second Sunday of  Advent 
   9:00am on Facebook Live  
 

Sun., Dec. 13 Third Sunday of  Advent 
   9:00am on Facebook Live  
 

Sun., Dec. 20 Fourth Sunday of  Advent 
   9:00am on Facebook Live  
 

Thurs., Dec. 24 Christmas Eve 

   7:00pm with Special Music 
  (Council to discuss location) 
 

Sun., Dec. 27 First Sunday of  Christmas 
   9:00am with Supply Deacon Kathie Afflerbach  
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Reverse Advent  
Calendar 

 

Last year, I found a Reverse  

Advent Calendar at  
Passionatepennypincher.com. Tom and I did this 
and then donated to the food collection at his 

church. This year, I asked the Naces to review the 
list and we edited it to include things FEAST 

needs and could accept. Why not add an item 
each day to a box and donate it to FEAST? Even 
if you can’t fill a whole box, consider giving what 

you can using this list. 
 

Bring the box to the church on Christmas Eve or 
during the Twelve Days of Christmas (the week  

following Christmas). Advent becomes a time to 
share from our abundance with those in need. It’s 
a different approach to look at preparing our 

hearts for the coming of Christ…or maybe it is 
what is intended all along. 
 

Thanks for your help! 
Rev. Sue Lang & the FEAST Pantry 

 
 

 
Want to learn more about the members of 
our church? We are looking for volunteers to  
interview or be interviewed for our People 
Spots section in our upcoming newsletters!   
 

There are sample interview questions  
available from the office and copies of past 
People Spots.  Questions can consist of family 
information, hobbies, education, jobs, etc.  If 
you are interested please contact the office.  
All People Spot interviews are due by the  
newsletter deadline. The deadline for the  
January newsletter is Dec. 20th.  
 

We always enjoy learning new  
information about our  
members and look forward  
to new submissions! 

Signatures  

Wanted! 
 

We are asking that if you are in 
the building that you take a moment to 
sign the two framed pictures of the 
Church. One frame will go to Frank and 
Susan Trainer and the other to  
Pastor Carolann as a thank you for their 
years of dedication to our Church.   
 

You may call the office to make an ap-
pointment to sign the frames.   
 

As you sign, please sign only your name 
as we would like to have everyone’s  
individual signatures. 

It is in the sure and certain 
hope of the resurrection to  
eternal life that we offer our 
heartfelt sympathy to the  
family of George Roberts who 

joined the church triumphant on Saturday,  
November 21st.  
 

George was an active member of our  
congregation and always brought smiles to 
our faces. George enjoyed serving as an  
worship assistant and assisting with our  
annual candy sale . We’re so thankful for all 
the ways in which he participated in the life 
of our church. We were certainly blessed by 
knowing him.  
 

May God continue to surround Mary,  
Debbie, Chuck and the rest of George’s  
family, which includes all of us, with his  
unfailing love and grace as we  
continue to mourn the loss of George. 
 

Rest eternal grant him O Lord,  
and let light perpetual shine upon him. 
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Hello everybody, hope as you are reading this you 
are doing well. It seems like every other day I 
have someone new to pray for. There is so much 
going on today that we have little control over. 
Most people obey the Covid protocols, we do 
what we can to stay healthy, and do what’s right 
for our families and each other. It can be said 
that the same thing goes for our church.  
 

We’re beginning to work our way through the  
interim phases as we strive for a new permanent  
pastor, and there are many steps we have to take 
to make sure everything is in order. We are also  
progressing nicely in getting back into the  
building and having some normalcy in the  
services.  
 

As you know the survey went out for Christmas 
Eve service, possibly services. There is a lot going 
on, but the difference is that with the church we 
are in control of most everything, whether it be 
how services are conducted, safety protocols,  
doing our part in helping with the interim  
process, taking care of the building and property, 
etc. The only requirement is we do it together. 
There are so many talented folks in our  
congregation. Please feel free to give input, and 
help out.  
 

Yours in Christ,  
Mike Patterson, Council President 

1st Justin Cole 
 Ryan Cole 
 

2nd Bill Hafler 
 

3rd Ryan Gibson 
 Dietra Kartsounas 
 

6th Denise Heckler 
 

7th Mary Lederer 
 

 

12th Matthew Bernabei 
 Melanie Christian 
 Colin Patterson 
 

13th Amy Griffin-Otterberg 
 

16th Noah Schaffer 
 

18th Jonathan Sell 
 

20th Teresa Maute-Carr 
 Frank Rota 
 

21st Irene Knickerbocker 
 Marguerite Wilkins 
 

 

24th Stacy Seifert 
 

27th Trevor Nace 
 

28th Joy Berton 
 Tom Karwowski 
 

29th Heather Gendeloff 
 Fred Reith 
 

30th June Grove 
 Hilary Mashas 
 Trudi Williams 

Facebook 

Livestreaming 
 

Our worships are now  
available to watch via Facebook Live! 
Please visit our Facebook page Christ’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church to watch 
live 9am Sunday worships or even to re-
watch services.  
 

A Facebook account is not  
required to watch. 

Pastor Sue will be on 
vacation from  

Mon., Dec. 28th  
through Sun., Jan. 3rd. 

Christian  
Symbol: 

 

Advent Wreath 
 

The Advent wreath 
is a symbol of 
watchfulness and 

increasing joy as we anticipate Jesus’ 
birth. The wreath’s circular shape 
symbolizes eternity, or life without 
end. The candles remind us that Jesus 
is the Light of the World — he 
brought light and life to a dark world 
(see John 1:4-5). On each of the four 
Sundays of Advent, we light a new 
candle. As the light grows, so do our 
hope and joy. 



PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
 

Nancy Ackerman Gary Atherholt All Military Personnel 
Dorothy Brinkman Brian Brooks Ellen Brown  
Christ’s Lutheran Gail DeReiter Mary Jane Fitzgerald 
George Ford Kevin Fox Lester Fox 
Evelyn Gerhart (Paul) Paul Gerhart, Sr. Pauline Gerhart 
Tommy Green Vicky Griffin Alexis Griffith 
Jennifer Griffith Tammy Griffith Phyllis Heckler 
Derek Heller Tom Karwowski Kayla 
George Koshorreck Joe Lynn Nora Lynn 
Kim Mallery Helen Nace Walter Orlowski 
Gerald Parvin Wayne Reiss Annabelle Reith 
Andrea Reynolds Deb Roat Mary Roberts  
Miriam Schaub Patricia Stover Larry Sweigart 
Doug Whittam Mark Wilkins 

 

The Family of Bill Decker & George Roberts 
 

People will remain on the prayer list for a month.  
Please notify the church office if someone needs to be 

 included beyond that time.   
It’s helpful to use prayer list forms. 
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Church Council 

Will MEET via Zoom 

on 

Sunday, DECEMBER 6th 

at 10:30am. 

Church: 
Phone:  215-536-3193 

E-mail: Christselca@verizon.net 
Web Site: http://www.christslutheran.com 

 

Church Officers: 
Mike Patterson, President (215) 266-1318 
Paul Gerhart, Jr., Vice Pres. (215) 536-4043 
Teresa Maute-Carr, Council Sec. (215) 534-0259 

Brian Fenstermacher, Treas. (215) 529-9118 
Joan Kratz, Financial Sec. (267) 249-8153 
Rev. Susan Lang, Pastor (215) 872-7360 
 

Committee Chairpersons: 
 

INREACH: 
 Communications 
  Erika Krauthauser (267) 772-0378 
 Finance Committee 
  Cindy Fenstermacher (215) 529-9118 
 Memorial Garden 
  Bob Hosier (610) 346-6608 
 Mutual Ministry 
  Amy Ruscavage (267) 374-0541 
 Property Committee 
  Brian Fenstermacher (215) 529-9118 
 Stewardship Committee 
  Amy Ruscavage (267) 374-0541 
 

OUTREACH: 
 Evangelism Committee  
  Nicole DeReiter (484) 951-4705 
 Parish Life Committee 
  Volunteer Needed! 
 Social Ministry Committee 
  Gary Nace (215) 536-7152 
 

UPREACH: 
 Bells of Blessings 
  Volunteer Needed! 
 Worship & Music 
  Linda Niemenski (215) 536-1158 
 Christian Education 
  Volunteer Needed! 
 Youth Ministry 
  Heather Gendeloff (267) 933-7180 

Prayer Request 
We would be glad to include your concerns in our 
prayers.  Please fill out this form and send it to the 
Church Office.  When filling out this form, please 
include the name of the person to include in our 
prayers and a few words explaining why prayers are requested. 
 

Please pray for        
        
        
         
         
 

Requested by        
 

Date      
 

I would like to speak with a pastor about this concern. 
 

Phone Number        

Please know that I will not be in office 
from Friday, December 4th through 
Monday, December 7th as I am having 
my wisdom teeth removed.   
 

If you have any concerns while I am 
out of office, please contact Pastor Sue.  
 

Thank you! 



We gather to WORSHIP God, EQUIP people with a faith that works in everyday life,  
and to SERVE & WELCOME all with God’s grace. 

One Luther Lane 

PO Box 569 

Trumbauersville, PA  18970 

Non-Profit Organization 
U. S. Postage Paid 
Quakertown, PA 
Permit #27 

Dated Material — Please Expedite 

Address Service  Requested 

 

Snow Shoveling  
Volunteers Needed! 

     If you are able to help shovel  
the apron by the front doors of the 
church and the sidewalks,  
please sign up on Sign-Up Genius  
and just come help when  
it snows! 
 

       Thanks for  
       your help! 

Table Grace 
(Tune: Rock Around the Clock) 

 

God is great, God is good 
and we thank Him for our food. 

 

We’re gonna thank him 
in the morning, noon and night. 

We’re gonna thank our God 
‘cause he’s out of sight! 

 

Amen (ch-ch-ch-ch-ch-ch-ch) 
Amen (ch-ch-ch-ch-ch-ch-ch) 

 

January 
Newsletter Deadline is 

Sunday, December 20th 

 

Mark your Calendar! 

Annual Meeting 
Sun., February 7th 

10:15am 


