
The Chronicles 
March 2026 

Inside this 
issue: 

UPreach 2 

INreach 3 

OUTreach 4 

Birthdays 5 

Prayer List 6 

Iron Pigs 6 

Worship 
Assistants 

7 

Bells of 
Blessings 

7 

Caregiver 
Support Grp 

 
7 

Stewardship 8 

Youth Lock-
In pictures 

 
8 

Calendar 9 

Candy Sale 
Pre-Order 
Form 

 
10 

Outstanding 
Citizens 

11 

Recycle event 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Why Ash Wednesday?  Why Lent?  Two good questions! 
 

Not being a “cradle Lutheran” I remember asking those two questions. 
I remember many of my classmates leaving school late morning, then 
returning to school with black crosses on their foreheads. I remember 
the intense discussions about what it was that they were going to give 
up during the 40 days of Lent chocolate-soda-meat! I didn’t understand 
the hoopla of the day before Ash Wednesday known by many as 
“Shrove Tuesday” or “Fat Tuesday” the last chance to feast and indulge 
before Lent. My dentist even made donuts and gave them to his patients 
if they happened to have an appointment on Shrove Tuesday. This was 
all foreign territory for me, and with all of this going on around me, I 
could never get a clear explanation what it was all about. I wonder how 
many folks who we encounter in our daily lives don’t understand 
either? 
 

What an incredible opportunity for us!! Ashes tell us the good news of 
the Gospel! You see, ashes aren’t just smeared randomly or haphazardly 
across people’s foreheads. The ashes are given in the shape of the cross. 
When we receive them, we are reminded that Jesus took on the fullness 
of our humanity. He who was sinless became our sin. Jesus was 
crucified on a cross. He was crucified for you - for me - for all of his 
beloved children. Lent is our time to reflect on our own sinfulness, our 
own humanity, our own mortality, and our need for a Savior who is 
Jesus Christ. This is our public witness and not to be kept to ourselves, 
but shared...especially when folks want to know the “why” of what we 
are doing!  And so...I invite you to share this Good News ...the meaning 
of Ash Wednesday and Lent over these next 40 days and beyond. Never 
doubt God’s ability to use our most simple acts of public witness to 
proclaim the Easter promise...the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and our Lord!   

 
Deacon Kathleen Afflerbach, Rostered Minister 

Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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2026 Average Sunday  
Worship Attendance 

 

 March 25 
 Year to date 24 

 
 
 
 

BULLETIN SPONSORS 
 

March 1 Jack & June Grove in honor of Jack’s 
 sister, Pat Buxenstein’s 70th Birthday! 
 

March 8 Samantha & Paul Gerhart, Jr. in honor 
 of Becky & Andy’s Birthdays. 
 

March 15 Linda Niemenski in honor of 
 Dean’s Birthday. 
 

March 22 No Sponsor Needed. 
 

March 29 Becky & Paul Gerhart, Jr. in honor 
 of Samantha’s Birthday 
 
 

The cost to sponsor bulletins is $20. 

March Worship  

Services 
 

 

Sun., March 1st  Second Sunday in Lent 
9:00am     Worship w/Deacon Afflerbach 
10:20am    Church Council Meeting 
        

Sun., March 8th  Third Sunday in Lent 
9:00am     Worship w/Deacon Afflerbach 
       Holy Communion 
 

Sun., March 15th  Fourth Sunday in Lent 
9:00am     Worship w/Deacon Afflerbach 
10:15am     Sunday School 
 

Sun., March 22th  Fifth Sunday in Lent 
9:30am     Worship at St. John’s Lutheran 
       Richlandtown 
 

Sun., March 29th  Palm Sunday 
9:00am     Worship w/Deacon Afflerbach 
       Holy Communion 

Midweek Lenten Suppers & Worship 
This year we will participating in the 

Quakertown Cluster Lenten Series. 

Each Wednesday in Lent following 

Ash Wednesday, a different congregation 

will host the event. 

6pm Supper followed by 

7pm Holden Evening Prayer. 
 

Worship dates and sites are as follows: 
 

3/4  Trinity Quakertown (Yerger Bldg.) 

3/11  *Christ’s Lutheran Church, 

   Trumbauersville 

3/18  St. John’s Spinnerstown 

3/25  St. John’s Activity Center, 

   26 First Avenue, Richlandtown 
 

Each host church is invited to provide food, 

beverages, and paper products for this simple 

dinner. The host pastor will guide our 

reflections on the Scripture passage and 

theme for the evening. 
 

*Note: We are hosting on 3/11 and need folks to bring: 
soup, salad, bread, or dessert. 

 
 
 

Girl Scout Sunday 
 

Sunday, March 8th 

 

Join us for worship as we recognize and celebrate 
current and former Girl Scouts! 
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The INreach Committee will meet as needed. 
Please keep an eye out in your email for 

meeting dates & times. 

Memorial Garden 

 

 
 
 

Financial Report 
January 2026 Statistics 

 

MONTHLY  
 January Offerings 
 (and other income) $ 2,170.97 
 January Expenses   $  6,163.53 
      Shortfall  (-)      ($3,992.56) 
 

YEAR TO DATE 
 Income      $2,171 
 Expenses     $6,164. 
 Shortfall  (-)        ($3,993.) 
 

Offerings can be placed into the offering plate on 
Sunday, mailed to the Church or dropped off when 
Cheryl is in the office. We ask for your continued 
help to support our ministry. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Brian Fenstermacher, Treasurer 

Easter Candy Sales 
 

Zion Lutheran Church 
  Mar 18  9:00am to 12:00pm 

 

Trumbauersville Fire Co. 
Easter Flower Sale 

 

  Apr 1  9:00am ~ 7:00pm 
 

  Apr 2  9:00am ~ 7:00pm 
 

  Apr 3  9:00am ~ 7:00pm 
 

  Apr 4  9:00am to sellout 
 

Spors 
  Mar 17  through  April 4 

 

Tractor Supply 
  Mar 21  9:00am to 3:00pm 

 

QNB 
  Mar 27  9:00am to 12:00pm 
 

  Apr 3  9:00am to 12:00pm 
 

Candy making Days! 
 
 

Come on out to the Church to have 
some fun making candy 

for the Easter Candy Sale! 
 

Monday Afternoons ~ Noon to 3:00pm 
 

  Mar 9  Mar 16  Mar 23 
 

Tuesday Nights ~ 6:00pm to 8:00pm 
 

  Mar 3  Mar 17 
 

Thursday Afternoons ~ Noon to 3:00pm 
  Mar 5  Mar 12  Mar 19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrate Easter Sunday with an 
Easter Egg Hunt or Easter Brunch. 

Come meet the Easter Bunny. 
Free pictures with the Easter Bunny! 

 

Date: April 5, 2026 @ 10:30am 
 

Christ’s Lutheran Church 
218 E. Broad Street 

Trumbauersville, PA 18970 
(215) 536-3193 

 

Sign-up sheet in Narthex if you wish to help with the Easter 

Brunch. This is separate from the Easter Egg Hunt. 



Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Trumbauersville Page 4 

 
 
 

 

 

News! 
 

In January we served a total of 
153 Households: 

90 Children, 174 Adults, 153 Seniors.   
 

Items Needed: 
Canned potatoes, beef and chicken broth, mayo, 

ketchup, mustard, breakfast bars, oatmeal, 
and Ramen noodles. 

 

We are grateful for the amazing group of  
volunteers and those who continue to donate 

to the Pantry. Thank you all! 
 

Deb & Gary Nace,  
Social Ministry Chairperson 

and FEAST Coordinator 

The OUTreach Committee will meet as 
needed. Please keep an eye out in your email  

for meeting dates & times. 

Parish 

Life 

 

Quakertown Ministerium 

FREE Community Dinner 
March 5th at 5:30pm 

(1st Thursday of each month) 

at Trinity Lutheran Church 
102 No. Hellertown Ave., Quakertown 

All are welcome! 

 

 
 
 
 

It was Christ’s Lutheran’s turn at “hosting” 
the dinner on February 5, 2026. We  served 73 

takeout meals which included: hoagies from 
Dominick’s, applesauce, cookies, chips, and water. 

 

This meal is served monthly on the First Thursday 
of the month under the direction of the 

Quakertown Ministerium. 

 
 
 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring Thanks! 
 

Thank you to all who donated for Souper bowl 

of Caring. We are thankful for the generous 

donation that helps FEAST to continue 

to serve our neighbors. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
218 E. Broad Street 

Trumbauersville, PA 18970 
 

March 29 at 9:00am Palm Sunday 
April 2 at 7:00pm  Maundy Thursday 
April 5 at 9:00am  Easter Sunday 
 

Good Friday Services 
 

April 3 at 12:00pm  Good Friday at 
        First UCC Church 
April 3 at 7:00pm  Tenebrae at Christ    
        UCC Trumbauersville 
 

Stations of the Cross 
 

April 3 at 12:00pm  St. Isidore’s Catholic   
        Church, Quakertown 
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1st Isaac Mallery 
3rd Becky Gerhart 
 Liane Reiss 
5th Andy Gerhart 
 Michele Jones 
7th Heather Sweigart 
9th Justin Mallery 
 Susan Trainer 

10th Ezra Garges 
11th Michael  
 DiCarlantonio 
12th Alison Priolo 
13th  Beth Bernabei 
14th Frank Trainer 
15th Darwin Gerhart 
 Tyke Kratz 
17th Justin Rickert 
18th Dean Niemenski 
20th Paige Annalee Reiss 

21st Ellen Brown 
22nd Ryan Hassler 
23rd Hunter Spor 
25th Debbie Reith 
26th Cathy Heller 
27th John Hippeli 
 Zoie Kartsounas 
29th Samantha Gerhart 
31st Kayla Wulffleff 

Easter Flowers 
 

It’s that time of year again  
to order flowers for Easter. 

 

This year, we’re offering  . . . 
Easter Lily $9.00 
Tulips (6 Blooms: red, purple, yellow, pink) $6.75 
Daffodils (6” pot) $6.75 
Martha Washington Geraniums 
(6” pot) $8.50 

 

The order deadline is Sunday, March 15th 
 

Please attach your payment to the form  
and mail to: 

Christ’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
PO Box 569 

Trumbauersville, PA  18970 
 

Name of Sponsor: __________________ 
 

Phone Number: ____________________ 
 

In memory of: _____________________ 
 

In honor of: ______________________ 
 

 ______ Lilies ______ Daffodils 
 ______ Tulips (Colors? _______) 
 ______ Martha Washington Geraniums 
 

 

Amount enclosed $ ______________ 
 

 
In lieu of Flowers,  

a Gift to the Following Fund (s) 
 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund $_____ 
In memory of: __________________ 
In honor of: ____________________ 
 

Deficit Reduction Fund  $________ 
In memory of: __________________ 
In honor of: ____________________ 
 

Organ Fund $__________ 
In memory of: __________________ 
In honor of: ____________________ 
 

FEAST Pantry $__________ 
In memory of: __________________ 
In honor of: ____________________ 
 

Memorial Fund $__________ 
In memory of: __________________ 
 

Name of Sponsor: __________________ 
 

Phone Number:  _________________ 
 

Amount enclosed $ ________________ 

 

Sign-Up on the Sheet in the Narthex to join your fellow parishioners on  

Palm Sunday to spread some Easter Cheer to our Shut-Ins. 

Date: March 29, 2026 @ 2pm. 
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Please Pray For: 
 

All Military Personnel  Christ’s Lutheran  Gary Atherholt  
Mary Jane Fitzgerald  Larry Sweigart   Evelyn Gerhart (Paul) 
June Grove     Gail Bambu    Bernie Wilkins 
Evelyn Smoll     John Daley    Penny 
David Bobb     Christin Outwin   Caitlin Gifford 
Bruce Faulkner    Beverly Faulkner  Albert 
Andrea      Ron Clunk    Denise McKnight 
Rose Rivera Hrosik   Sarah Sawadski   Dorothy Brinkman 
Karen Daley     Joe Kressley 

If you have a prayer request, please get the permission of the person  
you’d like us to include on the list. The names will remain for a 

month unless a further request is received. 

Church: 
 

Phone: 215-536-3193 
E-mail: Christselca@verizon.net 

Web Site: http://www.christslutheran.com 
 

Church Officers: 
 

Paul Gerhart, Jr., President 
(267) 992-4973 

 

Loretta Brugger, Vice President 
 

Amy Wulffleff, Secretary 
 

Brian Fenstermacher, Treasurer 
 

Joan Kratz, Financial Secretary 
 

Rostered Minister    
Deacon Kathleen Afflerbach 

 

Committee Chairpersons: 
 

INREACH: 
Communications Becky Gerhart 
 

Finance Comm. Brian Fenstermacher 
 

Memorial Garden Paul Gerhart, Jr. 
 

Mutual Ministry Paul Gerhart, Jr. 
   & Michele Daley 
 

Property Comm. Brian Fenstermacher 
 

Stewardship Comm. Open 
 

OUTREACH: 
Evangelism Comm. Nicole DeReiter 
 

Parish Life Comm. Dean Niemenski 
 

Social Ministry Comm.  Debbie Nace 
 

UPREACH: 
Bells of Blessings Cathy Heller 
 

Worship & Music Linda Niemenski 
   & Gail Bambu 
 

Christian Ed. Loretta Brugger 
   Kayla Wulffleff 
 

Youth Ministry Kayla Wulffleff 

 

 April 26,2026 
  Koinonia Conference 
upper bucks conference 
southeastern pa synod, 
                     elca 
 

UBC LUTHERAN DAY 
WITH 

THE IRONPIGS 

Coca-Cola Park 
1050 Iron Pigs Way, Allentown, Pennsylvania 

Gates open at 12:15pm 

Game time is at 1:15pm 
 

Please join the 

Upper Bucks Lutheran Conference 

and watch the Lehigh Valley IronPigs 

face the Durham Bulls! 

Tickets are $30 each. 
 

The ticket cost includes: 21/2 hour all you can eat 

Buffett. Unlimited soft drinks through 

the middle of the 8th inning. 

Seating with your fellow Lutherans, 

along the Left Field Line. 
 

Sign-up on the Board in the Narthex. Checks are 

due by March 22nd. Please make out the checks to 

Linda Niemenski. She will be writing one check to 

obtain the tickets. 

Thank you! 



Worship Volunteers 

Date Lectors Usher Acolytes 
Communion 

Assistant 
Altar 
Guild 

Council 
Coordinator 

March 1 
9am 

Michele 
Daley 

Amy 
Wulffleff 

Chris 
Gendeloff 

  
Kayla 

Wulffleff 

March 8 
9am 

Girl Scout Sunday 

Becky 
Gerhart 

Paul 
Gerhart, Jr. 

Mia 
Bianco 

Paul 
Gerhart, Jr. 

Heather 
Gendeloff 

Paul 
Gerhart, Jr. 

March 15 
9am 

 
Tammy 

Cole 

Dean 
Niemenski 

Colin 
Cole 

  
Dean 

Niemenski 

March 22 9:30am 
at St. John’s 

Richlandtown 
     

Brian 
Fenstermacher 

March 29 
9am 

PALM Sunday 

Paul 
Gerhart, Jr. 

Debbie 
Nace 

Izabelle 
Fox 

Linda 
Niemenski 

Debbie 
Nace 

Debbie 
Nace 
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     Bells of Blessings 

 
The bell choir will be rehearsing on 

Tuesdays, March 24th and 31st at 7pm. 
 

They will be playing during worship on 
Easter Sunday, April 5, 2026 

 

If you are interested in playing in the bell choir, 
please speak with the Music Director 

Cathy Heller. 

Thank you! 

Caregiver Support Group 
 

A welcoming space for those 

caring for loved ones. Find 

connection, encouragement, 

and practical support. 

Open to all caregivers. 
 

First meeting: Sunday, March 15 @ 10:30am 

Christ’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

218 E. Broad St., Trumbauersville, PA 18970 

Questions: Erika Krauthauser 

Phone: (267) 772-0378 

This Palm Sunday we will be reading a narrative 

of the Passion of Our Lord according to Matthew 
 

 Narrator: Linda Niemenski       Jesus: Paul Gerhart, Jr. 

 Judas:               Peter: 

 Disciples: Congregation        Accusers:  Congregation 

 High Priest: Deacon Kathie       Chief Priests: Congregation 

 Servant Girl: Karen Landis       Bystanders: 

 Pilate: Deacon Kathie         Pilate’s wife: Becky Gerhart 

 Soldiers: Congregation        Centurion: 

 Congregation: Congregation 
 

 Please sign-up for a part to read in the Narthex on the board. Thank you! 
 Note: When the Passion is given out on Palm Sunday all bolded parts are to be read by the Congregation. 



Don’t forget to turn 
your clocks AHEAD 

one hour on  
Sunday, March 8th! 
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Strengthening Congregational Stewardship 
The Basics 

 

Model in the Congregation what you want members to practice 
 

  An attitude of Gratitude – We are blessed by God, express that in worship, meetings, 
  newsletters, etc. find ways to give thanks 
 

  An attitude of Sufficiency – God will give us enough for our needs AND to share with others 
  (II Cor 8) Good stewardship is based on our faith in that promise from God and that faith is 
  practiced by what and how we communicate about finances. 
 

  First Fruits Giving – we want members to give first to God and to be confident they will still  
  have enough for themselves. The congregation models this by giving first to Partnership 
  Support, with confidence there will be enough for our ministry. 
 

  Proportional Giving - that strives for Tithing and beyond. We encourage members to give 
  proportionately – in accordance with what they have. We should model that and work to give 
  at least 10% in Partnership support. 
 

  Intentional Giving – we encourage members to make a commitment – for their sake, so that   
  they can express their intent to God and plan within their budget to meet that commitment as   
  they do for other commitments – mortgage/rent; food; car; insurance, etc. So our congregation  
  makes a commitment for our church and support our programs. 
 

  Regular Giving – we encourage members to give weekly or monthly, knowing that is how we  
  fulfill most of our budgeted expenses. Methods like Simply Giving, or an automatic bank 
  payment are increasingly used. So the congregation should give its proportional share of 
  Partnership support each month. 

2026 February Youth Lock-In 
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2026 Christ’s Lutheran Church Candy Sale Pre-Orders 
PO Box 569, Trumbauersville, PA  18970 

Phone: (215)536-3193 or Email: christselca@verizon.net  

 
Name: _____________________  Phone: ____________  Email: ________________ 

Pre-Order Forms due by March 20, 2026 
 

Pick-up Orders on March 28,2026 from 10:00am to Noon 

Candy Price / Qty. # Ordered Total $ per line 

        

Pretzel Rods – Milk Choc. w/sprinkles $3.00/bag of 3     

Pretzel Rods – Dark Choc. w/sprinkles $3.00/bag of 3     

Pretzel Rods – White Choc. w/sprinkles $3.00/bag of 3     

        

Butter Cream – Milk Choc. for ½ lb. $8.00     

Butter Cream – Dark Choc. for ½ lb. $8.00     

        

Butter Cream – Milk Choc. for 1 lb. $15.00     

Butter Cream – Dark Choc. for 1 lb. $15.00     

        

Coconut – Milk Choc. for ½ lb. $8.00     

Coconut – Dark Choc. for ½ lb. $8.00     

        

Coconut – Milk Choc. for 1 lb. $15.00     

Coconut – Dark Choc. for 1 lb. $15.00     

        

Peanut Butter – Milk Choc. for ½ lb. $8.00     

Peanut Butter – Dark Choc. for ½ lb. $8.00     

Peanut Butter – White Choc. for ½ lb. $8.00     

        

Peanut Butter – Milk Choc. for 1 lb. $15.00     

Peanut Butter – Dark Choc. for 1 lb. $15.00     

Peanut Butter – White Choc. for 1 lb. $15.00     

        

Milk Choc. Covered Oreos $2.00/bag of 2     

Dark Choc. Covered Oreos $2.00/bag of 2     

White Choc. Covered Oreos $2.00/bag of 2     

        

TOTALS: Items:   $ 

mailto:christselca@verizon.net


Outstanding Citizens 
 

Abbie Nelson Troop 55 Eagle Scout Project 

was the updating of the Youth and Nursery Room. 
 

Job well done Abbie. 

To achieve the Eagle Scout rank, 

a Scout must earn at least 21 merit badges including: 

14 mandatory badges such as First Aid, Citizenship in the 

Community, and Environmental Science. 

The remaining badges can be chosen from a variety 

of topics. An Eagle Scout must demonstrate leadership, 

and complete a significant service project. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Amy Wulffleff 

The Lamb Award is a national recognition bestowed on Lutheran adults (including laypersons, 

pastors, professional church workers, men and women) by the National Lutheran Association on 

Scouting [NLAS]. (The NLAS is formed by and responsible to the youth ministry departments of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America [ELCA] and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod [LCMS].)  
 

The purpose of The Lamb Award is twofold: 
 

1) to acknowledge the distinguished service of Lutheran adults in fostering the spiritual growth of 

youth through church and civic youth serving agency programs (Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts 

of the U.S.A., American Heritage Girls, Camp Fire USA, and 4-H); 

2) to increase the use and quality of the civic agency programs in Lutheran congregations as a part of 

their ministries with youth. Self and spouse nominations will not be accepted. 
 

The Lamb award package contains a medal that can be worn around the neck, a lapel pin 

and an 8 ½” x 11” personalized color certificate. 



We gather to WORSHIP God, EQUIP people with a faith that works in everyday life,  
and to SERVE & WELCOME all with God’s grace. 

 

Scrap Recycling Event 


